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FROM THE RECTOR:

Years ago, walking through a park, a man passed a massive oak
tree. A vine had grown up along its trunk. The vine started small.
Over the years, though, the vine had grown taller and taller. By
the time the man observed this scene, the vine’s creepers
covered the entire lower half of the tree. The mass of tiny feelers
emerging from the vine was so thick that the tree looked as
though it had innumerable birds' nests in it.

The tree was in danger. This huge, stately oak was in jeopardy.
The life was being squeezed from this lovely tree. Thankfully, the
gardeners in that park had observed the danger. They had used a
saw to sever the trunk of the pernicious vine—one neat cut
across the middle.

The tangled mass of the vine's branches still clung to the oak,
but the vine was dead. Over the coming weeks, the creepers
began to die and fall away from the tree.

Dangerous vines are a constant presence to the life of a
Christian. Bad habits or mistakes often begin as small things, but
if neglected they can grow into a real threat.

In part, the purpose of Lent is to prayerfully identify the vines
which have crept into our lives. Then nip them in the bud.

T invite you, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by
self-excamination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.’

As we continue to walk through this wilderness season, I
encourage you to persevere in your efforts to identify and rebuke
the weeds which do you harm.

May the Lord bless you with a Holy Lent.

Faithfully in Christ Jesus,
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from the associate rector...

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin

Associate Rector
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There is something about Lent that seems dreadful to me.

| am not sure why this is, but in the weeks and days leading up to Ash Wednesday, | feel some trepidation. Looking
ahead to a long season of fasting and penitence does not have the same allure as looking ahead to, say, Christmas, or

summer vacation.

| think part of the dread comes from the realization that | will be making some kind of sacrifice, that this will involve
discipline, and that given life can already be full of sacrifice and discipline, intentionally adding more to one’s plateis a
tall order indeed.

Invariably, as much as | feel trepidation leading up to Lent, the day the season begins is usually quite moving. In fact,
the whole Lenten season is one in which | find unexpected refreshment. | find | am buoyed up by grace. The sacrifice

and discipline, instead of making life intolerable, actually make it sweeter.

The sweetness comes from a more centered focus on Jesus. And it comes too from a recognition that as a Christian |

have more agency over my spiritual development than | realize.

So much of life comes unbidden. We are born and we have the bodies we were given. We have parents we didn’t
choose, and we have limitations and gifts that we didn’t ask for. God’s grace comes to us too, just because he is loving
and good. It has little to do with us.

But we can and do respond to this life, this grace. Often Jesus invites us to just the kind of
sacrifice and discipline that Lent requires, even though this can be a considerable chal-

lenge.

One theologian and priest, Martin Thornton, describes the discipline we offer to God as
“ascetic.” He writes in his book Pastoral Theology: A Reorientation, that ascetic is “the
spiritual equivalent to the effort needed to become proficient in carpentry, cricket, pi-
ano-playing, orany other human art.” If we want to learn the piano, we must
take lessons and practice. If we want to become a carpenter, we have to go
to school to learn the trade. And if we want to grow spiritually, we learn

and practice in asimilar way.

We need a coach (someone to teach us) and we need time and dedication. But

we can improve in the life of prayer as we cooperate with the grace of God.

It won’t always be easy. And we might feel some dread at the prospect of
leaving some good things behind for a while. But | trust that if we offer to
God some sacrifice and discipline over the course of this Lent, we will come

through on the other side as more faithful and strong disciples.






The Season of

1928,

LENTEN LbECTURE & L UNCH SERIES

PRAYER

TorspDAYs v LENT
BEGINNING FEBRUARY 247TH
AT NOON IN THY NAVE
; /;//vwc‘/ f& a /Z"'A[ lunch

Praying the » /17 will be available in the chapel at
n:30am, before each Tuesday Lenten speaking series,
Using Lhe rosary (Anglican prayer beads) encourages
contemplative prayer. Touching each bead in order helps
maintain focus as much as the repetition of the prayers
themselves. Prayer beads are available for use. Please
come 10 minutes early if you would like instruction.

mmon Jsz;“a:}/er
I'Ioly Fucharist & Hea].tng Service

Noon Thursdays in Lent
Downtown in the Nave

LﬁNTE,N MENSD&P‘T‘H@!‘KOUP

G[Lzrlsqgﬁe; Mﬂ&’f{' ‘-TJI& l—rd‘e v

130 Shelley Dr.

Women's LENTEN QUiEF DAY

Sponsored t‘Daughters of the King

Saturday, March 21
8:30 am- 3:30 pm

Wellspring Fransalian Centerfor Spirituality
16828 FM 2964, Whitehouse, TX

DEADLINE TO REGISTER: March 10, 2026

Email madelinejénsen@gmail.com or *

text Lynne Bordeaux (512) 608-2171 \
with name, emaifaddress & phone numbgr. '

www.christchurchtyler.org/ DOK
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Zoe Montes
Director of Children’s Ministry mard@ohri;‘f‘ohurohhﬂ&r.org_

(GGear

www.christchurchtyler.org/vbs

Volunteer registration is open &
a VBS NEEDS REGISTRY is available.
Par+ici|oan+ Keﬁis’rra-ﬁon opehs the
end of March.

Sunday, March 15
12:30pm @ CCS

GHILDREN'S CORNER BIRTHDAYS!

2/27 Matthew Ward
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 228 Evie Noteware, 3/1 Walt Eagleton,
June 22-26, 2026 3/2 Cordlie Bailey, 3.2 Henry Bailey,
3/11 Olivia Young, 3/13 Mary Caroline
Willis, 3/16 Jack Houlette
COFFeg
Fon for fhi FTS too!

whole fom ;/7 /

EASTER
GG HUNT

April 4, 10 AM
Christ Church South

Friday, May 1, 2026 | 9:00am
Pine Springs Golf Club
5630 CR 334 | Tyler, TX 75708

Froceeds 50 tonard »Joquh éc,hofa}’éhipé

student ministry )Cor missiond and evtreach.

® = ~ Stan Ward,
‘ Director of Spiritual Formation gmrd@ohridohurohfqlor.org_

EYC BOWLING NIGHT
Wednesday, March Ul (Spn'wg Break week)

All ©YC youth and parents are nited to gather at Tmes Square Grand Slam For a bowling night in Inlace of reqular €YC.
While parents are welcowe to Join the fun, we ask that they "stay in their lane." More details will be emailed directly to parents
and) students. You can also emall sward@chnstchurchtyler.org for wore inFormation.

BELIZE May 30- June 5
MISSION Parent information weetings after church senvices

Downtown C/Vlarcln 22) and South Campus (/Vlarch 27).
Contact sward@chnstchurchtyler.org for wore detalls.
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In Our Prayers

Please consider including the Prayer List in your daily devotions:
Luba, Maria, Yeva, YK, Iryna, Nora, Yevgeny, Lisa, Anna Marie, Fred, Owen,

!y

Jennifer, Cindy, Earl, Linda, Mike, Mark, Dalton, Marian, Jerry, Stella, Dale,

Kirby, Patty, Sarah, Ben, Joshua, Helen, Brinley, Martha, Cooper, Hans, Sarah,

CF, Chris, Peggy, Heidi, Luke

The Anglican Communion: T)he Diocese of West Texas
The Episcopal Church: Dioceses of Western New York & Western North Carolina
Diocese of Texas: Trinity—ILongview & St. Cyprian—I.ufkin

PRAYER REQUESTS:

Please contact The Rev. Stephen Stine if you’d like to keep or
add someone to the prayer list 903.530.8168 or ssti@tjc.edu.

TUESDAYS IN LENT | February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24
Lenten Lecture & Lunch (see graphic on page 3)

Noon | Downtown in the Nave
followed by light lunch in the Parish Hall

THURSDAYS IN LENT
1928 Eucharist
Noon | CCD

SUNDAY | March 8
Meet & Greet our Ukrainians
12:30PM South Campus

THURSDAY | March 12 & 26

Keys to the Kingdom | Theology Book Study
3:00pm Downtown in the Guild Hall

*RSVP office@christchurchtyler.org

SATURDAY | March 21

Women'’s Lenten Quiet Day
8:30am—3:30pm @ Wellspring Center
RSVP by 3/10 christchurchtyler.org/DOK

SUNDAY | March 29
Palm Sunday

HOLY WEEK | March 30-April 4
See graphic on page 3

SUNDAY | April 5
EASTER Sunday

SUNDAY | April 12
Baptisms
Newcomer’s Lunch with the Rector | CCD

%« Theology Study Group & Book Club

- 3:00 — 4:30pm

~and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,
s _and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

&=

All are welcome to participate, there is a place f

In Memoriam
Our sympathies to the

family & friends of

Evelyn Wilson,
mother of Carter Wilson,
Connie Wilson, and Cindy Nash,
Vicki Lewis,
mother of Dr. Michael Lewrs;
and
Gilbert Newman,
bother-in-law of Jennifer Ducote.

T

5fz‘ﬁe K‘ 7

“And Iwill give you the keys of the kingdom of heavel

Matthew 16:19
20 & 41 THURSDAYS

Downtown Campus | Guild Hall
Discussion & Tea

For further information

by Leslie Williams

Come & meet them
o Ulaisinn 'Fvwfq)

& hear from Nora!

March 8th

CHRIST CHURCH SOUTH
after the service
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THE VESTRY CLERGY & STAFF
. The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle
Mt. Tim Alexandet, Treasurer : . Y
Mz. Bill Clawater, Asst. Treasurer Bishop of the Diocese of Texas
CLASS OF 2026 The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan
Mrt. Ashley Bracken, Mtr. John Bufe Bishop Suffragan ishop Suffragan

Ms. Joyce McGee, Mrs. Sara McElroy,
Mrs. Ann Weissmann-Clerk
CLASS OF 2027
Dr. Roger Fowler, Mr. Jim Johnson-Jr. Warden CCS,
Mr. George Lollis, Dr. Bob McKinney—S7. Warden,
Mrs. Shannon Teagarden
CLASS OF 2028
Mrs. Katie Birdwell, Mr. Hunter Carr—/r. Warden CCD,
Mrs. Ann Jarrel, Mrs. Judy King, Mrs. Beth Short

Lectionary for upcoming Sundays
Year C BCP 1979 Lectionary

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Lent 3
Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95
Romans 5:1-11, John 4:5-26 [27-38] 39-42

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
Lent 4
1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:[1-7] 8-14, John 9:1-13 [14-27] 28-38

3|

. Sundays, March 1- April 29, 2026

X i (except Easter Suniday)

10:00am, in the Trinity Room

. on the Third Floor of the Grelling-Spence Building

O

The Rt. Rev. Héctor Monterroso
Bishop Assistant

The Rev. David Luckenbach
Rector dluckenbach@christchutchtyler.org

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin
Associate Rector

The Rev. Ted Welty
Associate Rector

chartin@christchurchtyler.org

twelty(@christchurchtyler.org
The Rev. Stephen Stine

Deacon

ssti@tjc.edu

The Rev. Tim Kennedy
All Saints Episcopal School Senior Chaplain, Assisting Priest

The Rev. Leesa Lewis
All Saints Episcopal School Assistant Chaplain, Assisting Priest

Mrts. Michaele Osburn
Parish Adpinistrator

Mr. Jeffrey Ford
Organist/ Choirmaster

Mr. AJ. Meals
Assistant Organist

Dr. Stan Ward sward@christchurchtyler.org
Director of Spiritual Formation for Students & Families

Mr. McKinley Terry mterry(@christchurchtyler.org
Assistant Director of Student Ministries

Mrts. Zoe Montes
Director of Children’s Ministries

mardoin@chtistchurchtyler.org
jford@christchurchtyler.org

mealsa@gladewaterisd.com

zward@christchurchtyler.org

Ms. Jessica Creel creel@christchurchtyler.or:
Aﬁz’lmm‘ Director of Children’s Miﬂiﬁﬁex Y .
Mrs. Valerie Huggler office@chtistchurchtyler.org
Parish Secretary

Mrs. Samantha Hague
Director of Commmunications

Mzr. Robert Finney
Mousic 1eader, Christ Church South

shague@christchurchtyler.org
epiphanyttx@gmail.com

Ms. Jennifer Ducote Sexton
Mr. Anthony Moore Sexzon
Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton

_Lessi Ma%{es Nursery Coordinator, Reagan Datling,
riscilla Yeboah, Kimberly Wanjiru, Jada Akrong Naursery

Pastoral Emergency Contacts
In the event of a pastoral emergency,

Christ Church

EPISCOPAL

OPEN HOURS:
Sondoy 9um—1lam
Tuesiday & Thursday10:00um—1:00pm

Call the church office during office hours 903.597.9854;
after hours call The Rev. David Luckenbach 903.279.8777,
The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin 903.952.3850,
or The Rev. Stephen Stine, Deacon, 903.530.8168.

GIFT SHOP



mailto:dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:ssti@tjc.edu
mailto:dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:epiphanyttx@gmail.com

%

)

903.597.9854

’4“‘\\ Christ Church | Episcopal
)~ 118 S. Bois d’Arc
Tyler, TX 75702

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

office@christchurchtyler.org

www.christchurchtyler.org

The vision of Christ Church is

to be recognized as a joyful,
spirit-filled community of
apostles reaching out and

transforming lives for Christ.

Worship Schedule

Sunday Worship Services
7:30am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Reze I

9:00am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rize I1

11:00am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rize I

11:05am~ CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite 1T
~live-streamed christchurchtyler.org

CHRIST CHURCH: ONE CHURCH—TWO CAMPUSES
CCD: Christ Church Downtown, 118 S. Bois d’ Arc, Tyler, TX 75702 (office address)
CCS: Christ Church South, 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, TX 75703
www.christchurchtyler.org | office@christchurchtyler.org

Please Note: The Cracifer is published twice monthly (once in July & December).
If you have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, please contact
Samantha Hague at 903-597-9854, shague@chtistchurchtyler.org.
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