
 

 

Epiphany is upon us!  

We call this time the Season of Light because in it we rejoice 

that Christ, the Son of Righteousness, has entered into this 

darkened world. Or, as St. John writes with wonder,  

“The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it... 
The WORD became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 

His glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father, full of 

grace and truth.” 

Epiphany means “shining forth.” Like a blazing fire on a dark 
morning, in the midst of winter, we remember that by His  

glorious incarnation, Jesus Christ has turned the lights on,  

revealing the love and the glory of God to a world beset by sin.  

Following the twelve days of Christmas, Epiphany celebrates 

the “revealing” of the newborn Christ to the Eastern Sages— 

the wise men who traveled from the Near East to Bethlehem. 

Men led by a star, a small flashlight in the heavens, illuminating 

a dark path from the Orient to this little town of King David’s 
birth.  

This brilliant star led the magi to ‘The Light of the world’. 
They were awakened from the darkness of their proverbial 

slumber, to the warm dawn of Emmanuel: ‘God with us.’ 

In this holy season, we celebrate that by coming to walk among 

us, Jesus Christ has shown us the Way—the way to live in the 

light of God’s grace. He has commanded us to ‘love God with 
all our hearts and minds and strength.’ He has modeled for us 
God’s command to ‘love our neighbors as ourselves.’ And He 
has clarified, in some detail, God’s call to feed the hungry, 
clothe the naked, defend the widow, provide for the orphan, 

and live as a saint of God. 

As we begin a new year, I invite you to pray and to study  

Scripture daily, to worship weekly, and to follow Jesus from 

morning to night.  

Happy Epiphany! 

Faithfully in Christ, 
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from the associate rector… 

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin  
Associate Rector  

music at Christ Church 

Jeffrey Ford   
Choirmaster & Organist 

 
I know that by the time that you are reading this, the 
Christmas season will be over, 2026 will have begun, and 
we’ll all be under the illusion that we can stick to our new 
year’s resolutions. Right now, though, I am still basking 
in the warm light of Christmas. I write this on December 
29, the fifth day of this season celebrating the  
Incarnation. 
This stretch of holy time between December 25 and  
January 6 is one of my favourite couple of weeks in the 
year.  
The grand and beautiful celebrations are over, but life 
has not yet gone back to normal. Time stretches out a 
little longer, days are not full to the brim. Though all of 
the emails in my inbox are tugging me toward what’s 
next, I am happy to inhabit this time for as long as I can. 
I’m glad to keep Christmas for a while longer, a little 
more quietly, a little more reflectively during these days.  
On Christmas morning we read from John 1, that “the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth.” This glorious truth takes time to sink in. 
It’s not something we can wrap our minds around by 

thinking about it one day a year, let alone over the 
course of a short season. It takes a lifetime, I think.  
But we have to start somewhere.  
And that’s why I am not so quick to leave Christmas  
behind. I want to know this Word-become-flesh in my 
bones. I want his fullness of grace and truth to fill up my 
life.  
One way of looking at the season of Epiphany, which  
begins on January 6, is to see it as a prolonged reflection 
on the meaning of Christmas. Epiphany helps us ask and 
begin to the answer the questions:  
• Who is this Jesus of Nazareth anyway?  
• What does it mean to say that the “Word became 

flesh?”  
It’s good for me to stay with the question, to let it do its 
work in my life.  
My prayer is that all of us might better understand this 
marvelous thing God has done, and that as a Church we 
might inhabit Christ as he inhabits us.  
 

Thank you! 
Big thank you to Anthony Rives who is our music librarian. He is always 

dependable in seeing that each singer has the right music, etc.. 

Thank you to each of the Guilds that provided the light lunch for the 

Tidings of Joy Concert Series. They include the Altar Guild, Carol 

Bergfeld’s Team 3, and the Hospitality Team. 

Thank you to the Chancel Choir for the music that they provided on 

Christmas Eve. They sang for the 7:30 and 10:30 services. We are so glad 

to have Melissa Day, Nathan de Paz, Suzette Adams, Suzanne Stemme, 

and Clayton Richards who have recently joined the Chancel Choir. 

We want to also thank John & Stacey McKinley and their crew who are 

always willing to help greet and pass out service leaflets.  

SAVE the DATE  
February 22, 2026 6:00 p.m.  
Downtown in the Nave  
Choral Evensong  
featuring the Chancel Choir of Christ Church and 
the Patriot Singers of UTT. Dr. Cameron Rose will 
be conducting and A.J. Meals will be at the organ. 
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The Crucifer . January 7, 2026  children’s ministry 

Zoe Montes 

Director of Children’s Ministry 

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIRTHDAYS! 

1/15 Sophie Thomas,  
1/16 Kate Walker,  

1/16 Esin Odle,  
1/16 Jake Godbold,  
1/17 Archer Cassity 

student ministry 

Stan Ward, 
Director of Spiritual Formation  

zward@christchurchtyler.org 

Sunday, January 11 
12:30pm @ CCS 

sward@christchurchtyler.org 



 

 

VENITE hosted + ALL INVITED! 

January 10th 5:30 PM  South Campus  

potluck  + bonfire + Epiphany reflection 

Potluck theme is “stew + bread + beer”.  
Bring along your favorite soup/stew or bread  
along with your favorite drink to share with the  
folks and families of Christ Church. 

RSVP please christchurchtyler.org/venite 



 

THURSDAY | January 8 & 22 
Keys to the Kingdom | Theology Book Study 
3:00pm Downtown in the Guild Hall 
*RSVP office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
SATURDAY | JANUARY 10 
Potluck & Bonfire  
5:30pm South Campus 
RSVP: christchurchtyler.org/venite 
 
SUNDAY | January 11 
5th Gear [5th Grade Program] 
12:30pm | CCS 
 
TUESDAY | January 13 
DOK Meeting 
5:30-7 @ the home of Barb Markee 
2319 Homestead Ln, Tyler  
 
SUNDAY | January 18 
Annual Parish Meeting 
10:00am | both campuses 
 
SUNDAY | January 25 
Picnic Under the Pavilion 
12:15pm Christ Church South 

SUNDAY | February 1 
Coffee Time  
10:00am Downtown in the Guild Hall 
 
TUESDAY | February 17 
MARDI GRAS  
more info to come 
 
WEDESDAY | February 18 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes | CCD 
7:00am, noon, 6:00pm 
 
THURSDAYS IN LENT | February 19, 26 March 5, 12, 19, 26 
1928 Eucharist 
Noon | CCD 
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 
Choral Evensong 
6pm | CCD 
 
TUESDAYS IN LENT | February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24 
Lenten Lecture & Lunch 
Noon | Downtown in the Nave 
followed by light lunch in the Parish Hall 
 

Next one: Feb 1 

upcoming 
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In Our Prayers  
Please consider including the Prayer List in your daily devotions: 

Luba, Maria, Yeva, YK, Iryna, Nora, Yevgeny, Lisa, Anna Marie, Fred, 

Owen, Gil, Mark, Jennifer, Cindy, Earl, Linda, Mike, Mark, Dalton, 

Marian, Jerry, Stella, Dale, Kirby, Patty, Sarah  

The Anglican Communion: The Diocese of Shyogwe (Eglie Anglicane du 
Rwanda); The Episcopal Church: Dioceses of West Texas & West Virginia 
Diocese of Texas:  St. Christopher’s—League City & St. Peter’s—Leander 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  
Please contact The Rev. Stephen Stine if you’d like to keep or add 
someone to the prayer list 903.530.8168 or ssti@tjc.edu. 

thanksgivings , supplica-
tions  

& fellowship 

Congratulations on the birth of:  

Adline Elise Doran  
December 20, 2025 

daughter of Allison & Mitchell Doran, 
granddaughter of Kathleen & Steve Hardy. 

& 

Phoebe Annalise Thomas 
January 2, 2026 

daughter of Jordan & Hadyn Thomas. 

thanksgivings , supplications  
& fellowship 
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CLERGY & STAFF 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle  

Bishop of the Diocese of Texas 
 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher  The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan  
Bishop Suffragan  Bishop Suffragan 

 
The Rt. Rev. Hèctor Monterroso 

Bishop Assistant 
_______________________________ 

 
The Rev. David Luckenbach  
Rector  dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin  
Associate Rector  chartin@christchurchtyler.org 
  
The Rev. Ted Welty  
Associate Rector  twelty@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Stephen Stine  
Deacon  ssti@tjc.edu 
 
The Rev. Tim Kennedy  
All Saints Episcopal School Senior Chaplain, Assisting Priest 
 
The Rev. Leesa Lewis 
All Saints Episcopal School Assistant Chaplain, Assisting Priest 
  
Mrs. Michaele Osburn mardoin@christchurchtyler.org 
Parish Administrator    
 
Mr. Jeffrey Ford  jford@christchurchtyler.org 
Organist/Choirmaster   
 
Mr. A.J.  Meals   mealsa@gladewaterisd.com 
Assistant Organist   
 
Dr. Stan Ward  sward@christchurchtyler.org  
Director of Spiritual Formation for Students & Families 
 
Mr. McKinley Terry  mterry@christchurchtyler.org  
Assistant Director of Student Ministries   
 
Mrs. Zoe Montes   zward@christchurchtyler.org 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
  
Ms. Jessica Creel  jcreel@christchurchtyler.org 
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
Mrs. Valerie Huggler  office@christchurchtyler.org 
Parish Secretary   
 
Mrs. Samantha Hague  shague@christchurchtyler.org 
Director of Communications   
 
Mr. Robert Finney  epiphanyttx@gmail.com 
Music Leader, Christ Church South   
 
Ms. Jennifer Ducote Sexton 
Mr. Anthony Moore Sexton 
Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton 
 
Jessi Mayes Nursery Coordinator, Reagan Darling,  
Priscilla Yeboah, Kimberly Wanjiru, Jada Akrong Nursery 

Pastoral Emergency Contacts 
In the event of a pastoral emergency,  

Call the church office during office hours 903.597.9854;  
after hours call The Rev. David Luckenbach 903-279-8777,  

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin 903-952-3850,  
or The Rev. Stephen Stine, Deacon, 903-530-8168. 

Lectionary for upcoming Sundays 
Year C BCP 1979 Lectionary 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 

Epiphany 1 

Isaiah 42:1-9, Psalm 89:1-29 
Acts 10:34-38, Matthew 3:13-17 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 

Epiphany 2 

Isaiah 49:1-7, Psalm 40:1-10 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9, John 1:29-41  

THE VESTRY 
Mr. Bill Clawater, Treasurer 

Mr. Tim Alexander, Asst. Treasurer 
CLASS OF 2025 

Mr. Julius Bergfeld, Mrs. Catherine Buhrkuhl,  
Mr. Steven Comte, Mrs. Karen Hughes,  
Mr. Mark Shuttlesworth-Jr. Warden CCD 

CLASS OF 2026 
Mr. Ashley Bracken, Mr. John Bufe 

Ms. Joyce McGee, Mrs. Sara McElroy,  
Mrs. Ann Weissmann-Clerk 

CLASS OF 2027 
Dr. Roger Fowler-Sr. Warden,  

Mr. Jim Johnson-Jr. Warden CCS, Mr. George Lollis, 
Dr. Bob McKinney, Mrs. Shannon Teagarden 

OPEN HOURS: 

Sunday 9am—11am 

Tuesday & Thursday 10:00am—1:00pm 

On behalf of the clergy & staff, we extend our heartfelt gratitude 

to the parishioners of Christ Church for your extraordinary  

generosity to us this season.  

Thank you so much  

& Happy New Year!  

mailto:dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:ssti@tjc.edu
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mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
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mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:epiphanyttx@gmail.com


 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

Sunday Worship Services 
7:30am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

9:00am  CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

11:00am  CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I 

11:05am~ CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite II  
~live-streamed christchurchtyler.org 

  

 

CHRIST CHURCH: ONE CHURCH—TWO CAMPUSES 
CCD: Christ Church Downtown, 118 S. Bois d’ Arc, Tyler, TX 75702 (office address) 

CCS: Christ Church South, 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, TX 75703 
www.christchurchtyler.org | office@christchurchtyler.org 

 
 Please Note: The Crucifer is published twice monthly (once in July & December).  

If you have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, please contact  
Samantha Hague at 903-597-9854, shague@christchurchtyler.org. 

Christ Church | Episcopal 
118 S. Bois d’Arc 
Tyler, TX 75702 
 
903.597.9854 
office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
 
www.christchurchtyler.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vision of Christ Church is 
to be recognized as a joyful,  

spirit-filled community of  
apostles reaching out and 

transforming lives for Christ. 

mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org

