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Welcome to Christ Church 
We are pleased you have joined us for our Christmas Eve celebration. We invite you to participate fully in the worship 

service, which is printed in this service leaflet. In the Episcopal Church, all baptized Christians are invited to receive 

Holy Communion. Please silence all cell phones. You are welcome to use video during The Nativity Story but please do 

not during the service. Thank you. Please silence all cell phones. For those with young children, nursery care is available 

downstairs, or seating with video of the church service is provided in the Guild Hall, on the east side of the nave.  

*We reserve the right to make last minute 
casting changes due to  illness, stage fright, or 

other unforeseen circumstances. 

  The Eve of the Nativity  

December 24, 2025 | 4:00 PM 

The Children ’s Christmas Pageant & Family Eucharist  
 According to the Book of Common Prayer, Rite Two 

                         The Rev. David Luckenbach, Celebrant  

    Mr. A.J. Meals, Assistant Organist 
  

 

THE VOLUNTARIES    

Bring a Torch Jeannette, Isabella                                                                               arr. Anna Laura Page 
Angels We Have Heard On High                                                                       arr. Linda Hartman 

The Nativity Story*  
 

Narrators: Jack Houlette and Evelyn Meals  

 

Gabriel: Blake Birdwell 

Mary: Katie Meals 

Joseph: Matthew Ford 

Star: Connor Whitten 

Innkeeper: Gunner Ferrell 

Melchior: Elijah Pogue 

Gaspar: Archer Cassity 

Balthazar: Gabriel Pogue 

 

Angels 

Jessi Bryson, Ellie Houlette, Gretchen Mercer, Olivia Pogue,  

Olivia Ray, Elizabeth Whitney 

 

Shepherds 

Sims Crews Fry, Ryker Mills 

 

Sheep 

Sophia Carr, Mary Margaret Fry, Helix Mills 

Adelaide Holcomb-Mills, Maddox Mills 
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O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

 Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

 Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

 We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

 O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High  

 Angels we have heard on high, Singing sweetly through the night, 

 And the mountains in reply, Echoing their brave delight.   Refrain 
 

  Refrain      Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why these songs of happy cheer? 

 What great brightness did you see?  What glad tidings did you hear?   Refrain 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.   Refrain 
 

See him on a manger laid whom the angels praise above; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.   Refrain 

 

The First Nowell 
 The first Nowell the angel did say  

 Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

 In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 

 On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  Refrain 
 

  Refrain    Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

          Born is the King of Israel. 
 

 They looked up and saw a star 

 Shining in the east beyond them far, 

 And to the earth it gave great light, 

 And so it continued both day and night.   Refrain 
 

Away In a Manger 
 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

 The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

 But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 

 I love thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky, 

 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  

 close by me forever, and love me, I pray.  

 Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,  

 and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 
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   The Hymn   O come all ye faithful                                                            

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;  

Come, and behold him, born the King of angels;  

 Refrain: O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  

    O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

2. God from God, Light from Light eternal 

 Lo, He abhors not the Virgin’s womb 

 Only begotten Son of the Father. Refrain 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, 

 Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above; 

 Glory to God, glory in the highest: Refrain 

4. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 

Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 

We too will thither, Bend our joyful footsteps: Refrain 

5. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning, 

Jesus to thee be glory giv’n;  

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. Refrain 

The Homily      The Rev. David Luckenbach, Rector 

The Nicene Creed  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was bur-

ied. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the for-

giveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People, Form IV      

The Leader and People pray responsively. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
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Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live  

together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People    Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 

may honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People    Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 

in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People    Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 

and love one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People    Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 

their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People    Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we 

pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

People    Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

The Peace  

     Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

     People    And also with you. 

 

The Rector ’s Greeting     



 Page 6 4:00 pm 

   

The Holy Communion  
 

The Anthem at the Offertory: Silent Night  Bob Chilcott  

 

The Presentation Hymn                            Tune: Old 100th  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise him, all creatures here below;  

Praise him above, ye heavenly host:   

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving                                                                                Eucharistic Prayer B 

 Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

 People      And also with you. 

 Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

 People      We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.   

Here a Proper Preface is said. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the compa-

ny of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

The Sanctus et Benedictus, S -130             Franz Peter Schubert 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 
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   Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 

sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN . 

 

The Lord's Prayer  

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,   

 on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread  

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

The Invitation to Communion  

The Communion Welcome 

In the Episcopal Church all baptized Christians, regardless of denominational affiliation, are invit-

ed to receive Holy Communion.  To receive the host, place one hand over the other with palms fac-

ing upward. You may intinct (dip) the host into the chalice of wine, or you may consume the host 

and then drink from the chalice, gently guiding it to your lips by the base.  If you prefer not to re-

ceive, you may come forward for a blessing. Please indicate your desire to receive a blessing by cross-

ing your arms over your chest. 
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The Solo at Communion O Holy Night                                                            Adolph Adam 

Dr. Gerald Bieritz, bass 

 

The Post Communion Prayer  

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal  

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve 

you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 

and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Blessing  

Following the Blessing, the People respond:  Amen. 

 

The Processional Hymn                                                                                Joy to the World 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; let us our songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding  

joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and  

wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

The Dismissal  

Deacon  Go in peace to love and serve our Newborn King.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 

The Voluntary Nowell, Nowell!                                                            arr. Gilbert M. Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deacon of the Mass: The Rev. Stephen Stine 

Lay Ministers Today 
Verger/Lector/Intercessor: George Roberts 

Acolytes: Abby Jensen, Hunter Jensen, Tyler Jensen, James Meals 

Ushers: Laurel & Clyde Beaty, Bill Welte; Greeters: Patty & Bill Welte, Trudy Shuttlesworth 

Altar Guild Team 1 & 4:  Caroline Wylie & Harriet McArthur  

Altar Flowers  

The flowers on this Eve of the Nativity are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of  

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Bracken and Mrs. W.M. Roberts by their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren,  

and in loving memory of Dr. & Mrs. E.W. Clawater, Sr., Dr. & Mrs. E.W. Clawater, Jr.,  

Mr. & Mrs. R.O. Shaw, Sr., Mr. & Mrs. R.O. Shaw, Jr. and Ro Shaw by the Clawater family. 
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CHRIST CHURCH DOWNTOWN  
 
Sunday, December 28 
7:30am Holy Eucharist  
9:00am Holiday Reception (no Christian Formation) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist 
 
 
 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 
7:30am Holy Eucharist  

(no Christian Formation) 
10:00am Holy Eucharist 

11:00am Coffee Time in Guild Hall 
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Christ Church ฀  Episcopal 

Christ Church Downtown * 118 South Bois d'Arc, Tyler, Texas  75702 

Christ Church South: 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, Texas  75703  

 

Regular Office Hours 8:30 am–5:00 pm Monday through Thursday; Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 

*Office for downtown and south locations 

 

903-597-9854 | www.christchurchtyler.org  

VENITE hosted + ALL INVITED! 
January 10th 5:30 PM  South Campus  
potluck  + bonfire + Epiphany reflection 
 
Potluck theme is “stew + bread + beer”.  
Bring along your favorite soup/stew or bread  
along with your favorite drink share with the  
folks and families of Christ Church. 
 
RSVP please christchurchtyler.org/venite 


