
 

 

From the Rector: 
 
 
A Christian community is rooted in a shared 

commitment to Jesus Christ. 

Every congregation is distinctive. Christ Church was founded an as Episcopal Church over 150 years ago. Through-

out that time, we have gathered to worship with the Book of Common Prayer, profess our faith, sing hymns to the 

Lord, hear from God’s Word, and celebrate Holy Eucharist.  

In the coming weeks, we will enjoy two wonderful annual gatherings, one deeply traditional, reverent, and powerful, 

the other purely festive and entirely outdoors – Choral Evensong and the Fall Festival. 

In many ways, Evensong and the Fall Festival are an accurate snapshot of Christ Church today. They do not paint a 

comprehensive portrait, but one invites us to worship the Lord in a magnificent space—our downtown nave—
employing powerful prayers and music developed over the centuries. Choral Evensong is stirring worship from the 

deep well of Anglicanism. The other, Fall Festival is a grand outdoor party. We will enjoy delicious food at the annual 

chili cook-off. Our children will receive candy and more at a fabulous trunk-or-treat on the lawn. And this year we 

will feature a Children’s Petting Zoo! It’s a marvelous, joy-filled evening in late-October. 

At the Feast of All Saints, we remember and honor the faithful departed. And we rejoice in the saints among us – the 

believers with whom we sing and pray and serve and laugh throughout the year.  

I look forward to worshipping, and celebrating, with you in the coming weeks. 

Faithfully yours in Christ Jesus,  

  

V o l .  X X V ,  N o . 2 0  

O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 2 3  

c h r i s t c h u r c h t y l e r . o r g  

http://www.christchurchtyler.org


 

Providence is a term that has fallen out of use in our lives as Christians. True, there are still scholarly books about the 
doctrine that come out every few years, but most Christians, most of the time, are not thinking about providence.  

A google search of the term’s usage in English shows this to be true. It’s use has declined significantly over the past  
couple hundred years. 

 

What is providence, anyways?  

Providence is the word Christians use to reference God’s protecting and sustaining care of his creation. Providence is 
what we mean when we talk about God preserving and guiding the world.  

Another definition, one from the sixteenth-century Reformed theologian Peter Martyr Vermigli, has it that  
providence is the ‘meane which God useth in directing of things to their proper ends.’ What Vermigli means here is that God 
creates all things (including you!) with a purpose, and he is actively involved in seeing that all creation (including you!) 
reaches that purpose for which he created it. 

Providence was a popular point of conversation for Christians in Early Modern England, especially as they sought to 
make sense of the beautiful and bewildering world around them. How was God present to them in their daily lives? 
Where was God when they were sick? What did it mean when that earthquake happened, or this war broke out?  

The world has only become more complex since the sixteenth century, and it would do us good to think a little more 
deeply about the doctrine as we ask similar questions. 

In a world over which we have so much control, where inexhaustible knowledge is available with the swipe of our 
phone, we might fail to see that God is providentially ordering our lives. Birth and death belong to God, and however 
much we might plan and mitigate risk of what lays between them, so much of our lives is outside of our hands. 

The doctrine of providence helps us see that this lack of control is not a failure on our part, nor is it a cause for despair 
given the seeming randomness of life. No, the doctrine of the providence reminds us that God is intimately involved in 
all of our life, sustaining us, guiding us, weaving our decisions and actions into his plan for all people.  

Just as God was at work in making all things by his Word, so now he is at work, crafting our lives, directing them  
toward him. We can’t always see God at work, but you can rest assured that he is there and his good plans will not be 
undone.  
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from the associate rector… 

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin,   
Associate Rector  



 

 

The Carol Choir singing the Introit  
October 15 at the 9:00 Service downtown.  

 

Next performance is: 

November 12—11:05am  
Christ Church South 

For Bishop Doyle’s visit 
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* 

music at Christ Church 

Jeffrey Ford,   
Choirmaster & Organist 



 
The Crucifer . October 18, 2023 

10/22 Carter Bangco, 10/25 Brighton Lee, 10/26 Joseph Peveto, 10/27 Conner Whitten, 11/1 Nash Bergfeld,  
11/2 Cate Khalaf, 11/3 Charlie Comte 

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIRTHDAYS! 

children’s ministry 

Kimber Short,   
Director of Children’s Ministry 

student ministry 

Sarah Jones,   
Director of Student Ministries 

Hello Families,  
The weather is finally cooling down and we are quickly approaching the holiday season. We will have 
some special themed EYC nights coming up so we can celebrate together as a youth community. I 
will send out more details as these dates get closer. Our EYC gatherings have been a lot of fun lately 
and I am starting to see some new and wonderful faces and thank you to all of the families that have 
been helping to provide meals. EYC is such an important part of formation and a wonderful oppor-
tunity for the kids to make new friends within the church.  
 

We have an escape room outing planned for the 21st from 2:40-4:00pm. This event is for our high 
school aged youth. If you have a high schooler who is interested in attending, please let me know 
soon as space is limited. We also have our discussion group for our Junior and Senior year students on the 2nd Monday 
of every month. I have really enjoyed this group, we have met twice now and had some great conversation and insights. 
 

I am so grateful for all of our youth families and supporters. You are making a difference in these kids’ lives.  
 

Sarah Jones 

Director of Student Ministries 

 
While on vacation with my daughter last week she surmised that you can tell a lot about the values of a place 
by looking at its skyline. Or can you?  
 
We spent last week in the “Holy City”, Charleston, SC. Looking out the window of our hotel we could count 
six steeples, most taller than the tallest buildings. According to the Park Ranger Guide on our Ft. Sumter 
tour, long ago the city passed an ordinance that no downtown building could be taller than the tallest of 
those steeples, that of St. Matthew's Lutheran Church’s 297-footer. On first impression, it would seem 
that Charleston is inhabited by thousands of God-fearing souls. Is it really? Maybe. But a Saturday night 
stroll down King St. with its myriad bars, clubs and pubs might make you rethink judging that book 
(or in this case, city) by its cover.  
 
According to psychologicalscience.org, “First impressions have been shown to last for months 
(Gunaydin, Selcuk, & Zayas, 2017) and affect personal judgments even in the presence of  
contradictory evidence about the individual (e.g., Rydell & McConnell, 2006). People tend to 
form split-second impressions with regard to others’ presumably stable characteristics,  
such as trustworthiness and competence.” (emphasis mine) 
 
With this in mind, what kind of impression (first, fiftieth or otherwise) will you make today?  
remember to greet each day with hope and “put away all bitterness and wrath and anger 

and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven us. Therefore, be  
imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us.”  
Ephesians 4:31-5:1b 
 
The kids and I will be striving to live this truth. Hope to see you Sunday! 
Kimber   

Second Mondays  
Jr & Sr Discussion Group 

6:30pm Boards & Bites 

 

 

EYC Dates to  
Remember 
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All Saints Day  
will be celebrated November 5th.  

Prayer List for All Saints Sunday. 

If you would like to include a name to the list of the  
departed during services on November 5,  

go to christchurchtyler.org/prayers or contact the church 
office by Tuesday, October 31. 

https://christchurchtyler.breezechms.com/form/0b72c01552


 

upcoming 

 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27 
Supper Club 
6:00pm see graphic  
 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31 
Primetimers see graphic page 5 
RSVP deadline for Christmas Event 
 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29 
Stewardship Commitment Sunday 
 
Fall Festival & Chili Cook-off 
4:00pm—6:00pm CCS 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5 
All Saints Sunday 
Choral Evensong  
reception to follow 
6:00pm Downtown in the Nave 
 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12 
Confirmation | CCS 
11:05pm CCS 
Carol Choir sings 
 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5 
Tidings of Joy begin  
Noontime Concerts & Light Lunch 
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In Our Prayers  
Please consider including the Prayer List in your daily devotions: 
Lisa, Yeva, YK, Iryna, Nora, Yevgeny, Isabelle, Delight Ministries, Bob, Frank,  

Tarrie, Frieda, Lynda, Charlotte, Marie, Maggie, Jennifer, Julie, Jeanne, Dorys,  

Tommy, Lorelei, Cody, Cary, Linda, Michael, Arnold, Evon, Jeanene, Brian, Marla, 

Vicki, Luke, Kaci, Nicole, Aaron, Mark, Max, Paul, Lucy, Bob, Magige, Sandy, Carl, 

Phil, Mimi, Linda, Mike, Mark, Dalton, Marian, Chris, Verdie, People of Israel 

The Anglican Communion: The Diocese of  Goma (L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo)) 
The Episcopal Church: Dioceses of Central Gulf Coast (FL & AL) & Central New York 
Diocese of Texas:  St. James’—Austin & St. John’s —Austin 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS:  
Please contact The Rev. Stephen Stine with prayer list changes or additions 
903.530.8168. 

In Memoriam  
Our sympathies to the  

family & friends of  

Miggie Wallender; 

and 

Ann Pearson, 

mother of Diana Keesey; 

and 

Verna Wycherley 

mother of Maggie Taliaferro. 

thanksgivings , supplica-
tions  

& fellowship 

thanksgivings , supplications  
& fellowship 
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Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle  

Bishop of the Diocese of Texas 
 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan  
Bishop Suffragan Bishop Suffragan 

 
The Rt. Rev. Hèctor Monterroso 

Bishop Assistant 
_______________________________ 

 
The Rev. David Luckenbach  
Rector dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin  
Associate Rector chartin@christchurchtyler.org 
  
The Rev. Ted Welty  
Associate Rector twelty@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Stephen Stine  
Deacon ssti@tjc.edu 
 
The Rev. Tim Kennedy 
All Saints Episcopal School Chaplain, Assisting Priest 
  
Mrs. Diana Keesey  
Parish Administrator dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Ford  
Organist/Choirmaster jford@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. A.J.  Meals  
Assistant Organist 
 
Mrs. Sarah Jones   
Director of Student Ministries sjones@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mrs. Kimber Short   
Director of Children’s Ministries kshort@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Ms. Madison Perry   
Children’s Ministries Assistant 
 
Mr. Uriah Johnson  
College Missioner tylertxcanterbury@gmail.com 
  
Mrs. Valerie Huggler  
Parish Secretary office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mrs. Samantha Hague  
Director of Communications shague@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. Robert Finney  
Music Leader, Christ Church South epiphanyttx@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ledell Reed Sexton 
 
Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton 
 
Ms. Jennifer Ducote Office Assistant & Housekeeper 
 
Mr. Anthony Moore Sexton, Christ Church South 
 
Mrs. Blair Zdenek, Mrs. Jessi Mayes,  
Nateale Ammann, Julia Morrissey Nursery 

Pastoral Emergency Contacts 
In the event of a pastoral emergency,  

Call the church office during office hours 903.597.9854;  

after hours call The Rev. David Luckenbach 903-279-8777, 

The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin 903-952-3850,  

The Rev. Ted Welty 903-714-7052 or  

The Rev. Stephen Stine, Deacon, 903-530-8168. 

The Vestry 
Treasurer 

Asst. Treasurer 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Sunday, October 22 
Proper 25 

Isaiah 45:1-7 
Psalm 96 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Matthew 22:15-22 

 
Sunday, October 29 

Proper 26 

Exodus 22:21-27 
Psalm 1 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Matthew 22:34-46  

Lectionary for upcoming Sundays 
Year A BCP 1979 Lectionary 

Mr. Peter Boyd 

Mr. Bill Clawater 

Mr. Stephen Bentley, Jr. Warden CCD 

Mr. Jerry Sanders 

Mrs. Terri Squyres, Clerk 

Mr. Stan Ward 

Mr. Bob Westbrook, Sr. Warden  

Mrs. Kim Meyer 

Mr. Danny Noteware 

Mrs. Sheryl Richter, Jr. Warden CCS 

Dr. Mak Saigusa 

Dr. Dan Toney 

Mr. Julius Bergfeld 

Mrs. Catherine Buhrkuhl 

Mr. Steven Comte 

Mrs. Karen Hughes 

Mr. Mark Shuttlesworth 

Holy Baptism  
The next scheduled date for baptisms is  
Sunday, November 5.  
If interested in baptism on this date, please 
contact the church office, 903-597-9854 or 
office@christchurchtyler.org. 

mailto:dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:ssti@tjc.edu
mailto:dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:epiphanyttx@gmail.com


 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

Sundays  

7:30 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

9:00 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

11:00 am~ CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

11:05 am~ CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite II  
~live-streamed christchurchtyler.org 

  

 

CHRIST CHURCH: ONE CHURCH—TWO CAMPUSES 
CCD: Christ Church Downtown, 118 S. Bois d’ Arc, Tyler, TX 75702 (office address) 

CCS: Christ Church South, 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, TX 75703 
www.christchurchtyler.org | office@christchurchtyler.org 

 
 Please Note: The Crucifer is published twice monthly (except July and December).  

If you have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, please contact  
Samantha Hague at 903-597-9854, shague@christchurchtyler.org. 

Christ Church | Episcopal 
118 S. Bois d’Arc 
Tyler, TX 75702 
 
903.597.9854 
office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
 
www.christchurchtyler.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vision of Christ Church is 
to be recognized as a joyful,  

spirit-filled community of  
apostles reaching out and 

transforming lives for Christ. 

mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org

