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From the Rector: 
 
In 1905, Anna Jarvis, moved by the inspiring witness of her mother, began a campaign for a new holiday 
called ‘Mother’s Day.’ After many months of hard work, the first Mother’s Day was observed by a hearty 
group at a Methodist Church in Grafton, West Virginia in May 1908. Continuous prayer and effort led to the 
official national adoption of Mother’s Day by President Wilson in 1914. 
 
The gift and blessing of our mothers cannot be overstated. We thank God for them every day, and celebrate 
them all on the second Sunday in May every year. This year, we will celebrate our mothers on Youth  
Sunday. In thanksgiving to God, our youth will read the lessons from Scripture, serve as greeters, and lead us 
in prayer at our Mother’s Day worship services on May 14. At the 9:00am service there will be special music 
from the newly formed Children’s Choir. 
 
May the Lord bless our mothers with wisdom, joy, and great love, 
 
Faithfully in Christ Jesus, 
 
 

http://www.christchurchtyler.org
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We are at a stage in our family in which we are house-
bound most evenings. Four young kids and with early 
bedtimes mean we don’t get out too much.  
 
It also means we always have laundry to fold.  
 
Lately, we’ve been folding parked in front the  
television. We’ve been on a spy kick, rewatching  
the older Bourne movies and more recently, the newer 
The Night Agent series. Both are lots of fun, filled with 
labyrinthine plots, tense music, and just enough  
romance and punchy-punchy to keep both of us  
interested. 
 
In both The Night Agent and the Bourne films, there is a 
recurring motif. Both feature attempts to uncover the 
truth of the past, whether it is one’s own (Bourne) or 
one’s family’s (The Night Agent). In each case the  
protagonist gets to the bottom of what has happened 
in years past by revisiting the people and places who 
were significant all these years ago. The truths that  
Peter Sutherland (played by Gabriel Basso) and David 
Webb aka Jason Bourne (played by Matt Damon)  
discover shed light on their whole lives. Remembering 
the past doesn’t just correct wrong beliefs about what 
happened ‘back then’ but transforms their present and 
future as well. 
 
As we continue in the season of Easter, this is what our 
Sunday readings and meditations are all about. How 
did Jesus’s resurrection reframe the present, and what 
did it mean for the future?  
 
I love the passage from Luke 24:13-47, where Jesus is 
walking with a couple of disciples along to Emmaus. 
They are perturbed because Jesus has died. They are 
conflicted about reports of the resurrection. And 
though Jesus is walking beside them in his resurrected 
body, they don’t recognize him. They just pour out 
their hearts to this stranger on the road.  
 
Jesus’s response is a little bit of scolding. He tells them, 
‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things 
and then enter into glory?’  
 
What happens next is even better: Jesus goes through 

the Scripture – our Old Testament – with them. He 
begins with Moses and the prophets and shows them 
that the Scriptures are all about him. All of the Bible 
points to Jesus. The lightbulb doesn’t really come on 
for them until he breaks bread and gives it to them (but 
that is another story). 
 
What Jesus is teaching his disciples here is a way to  
revisit Scripture – to look back at the past – but to see 
it all in a new light. Just like some key information 
about Peter Sutherland or Jason Bourne is enough to 
change the narrative of their lives, so Jesus is giving his 
disciples the keys they need to make sense of a jumble 
of Scripture and experience that until this point they 
had not been able to add up.  
 
One of the best things we can do as Christians is to 
memorize passages of Scripture. It’s good too to look 
back at the ways God has been at work with his people 
and in our lives as individuals. But if we’ve grown up as 
Christians or around Christians, we can be lulled into 
thinking we know the whole story about God in Christ 
because we get the drift of a handful of Bible stories. 
Eastertide might be a time for us to revisit all that we 
think we know. Perhaps we’ve got all of the facts 
straight, but we don’t see how they fit together. It’s 
only by looking at them again and again through what 
Jesus has done that varied passages of the Bible  
become a united story. It’s only through Jesus that our 
fragmented lives can be come integrated. He is teach-
ing us still by his Holy Spirit, we have only to listen.  
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* 

We are so glad to have  
Susie Fergus directing our  

children’s choir.  
Enjoy the pictures from their  

rehearsals. Thank you for  
entrusting your children to us. 

 

Thank you to the chancel choir as we 
get closer to the end of our year. 
They will sing thru July 2. That will be 
their last Sunday to sing before they 
take a  six week break.  

PLEASE NOTE:  

The Missa Brevis in d minor has been 
moved to the fall rather than May 28. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER BIRTHDAYS! 

4/26 Kayla Garvey, 4/28 Jane Clare Comte, , 4/29 Winnie Harbold, 5/6 Ivy Wait,  
5/7 Eleanor Albea, 5/7 Jack Bergfeld, 5/10 Olivia Crawford 

Holy Baptism  
The next scheduled date for  
baptisms is Sunday, May 28.  

If interested in  baptism on this 
date, please contact  

the church office,  
903-597-9854  

or 
office@christchurchtyler.org. 
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 Friday, April 28 
6:00 pm Primetimers—CCD 
 
Saturday, April 29 
3:00 pm Crawfish Boil—CCS 
 
Sunday, May 7 
10:00 am Confirmation Reception no Christian Formation—CCD 
11:00 am Confirmation—CCD 
 
Sunday, May 14 Youth Sunday & Mother’s Day 
9:00 am Children’s Choir sings—CCD 
10:00 am Reception for Seniors—Parish Hall 
 
Saturday, May 20 
Bethesda Clinic  
 
Sunday, May 28 Summer service schedule begins through Labor Day 
Downtown Schedule  South Schedule 

7:30am Holy Eucharist  10:00 am Christian Formation 
9:00 am Christian Formation 11:05 am Holy Eucharist 
10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
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   In Our Prayers  
Please consider including the Prayer List in your daily devotions: 

Lisa, Paul & Lucy, Yeva, YK, Iryna, Nora, Yevgeny, Rob, Victoria, Chaley, Stacy, Sophie, Chesley, Link, Tom, John, Mike, Mark, 
Linda, Dalton, Chris, Marian, Carl, Mimi, Phil, Jennifer, MB, Raymond, Arnold, Tommy, George, Pam, Julie, John, Ahmet, Randy, 

Will, Luke, James, Gregg, Hazel, Cynthia, Lynda, Ann, Frank, HB, Anne, Oleg, Luba, Cris, Lloyd, Ben, Angela, Samuel, Serena 
 

The Anglican Communion: The Diocese of Sialkot (Pakistan)  
The Episcopal Church: Dioceses of West Tennessee & West Texas 

Diocese of Texas:  St. Francis—Temple & Christ Church—Temple 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS: Please contact The Rev. Stephen Stine with prayer list changes or additions 903.530.8168. 

WELCOME THE NEWLY BAPTIZED: 

April 16, 2023 at Christ Church Downtown 

Katherin Grace,  
daughter of Tera & Josh Walker; 

& 

Robert William, James Marshall,  
Evelyn Anne, and Kathryn Rebekah,  

children of Eileen & A.J. Meals; 

& 

Matthew Glenn, Conner Russell,  
Olivia Rose, and Adelaide Faith 

children of Sarah Ford, 
grandchildren of Karen & Jeffrey Ford; 

also 

April 16, 2023 at Christ Church South 

Ivy Beatrix  
daughter of Kristina & Jeremy Wait. 

School for Spiritual Direction & Formation [FIND] 
is accepting applications for the Class of 2026 until June 30. 

The school, hosted by Middleway Urban Monastery in  
Bryan, TX, holds monthly Saturday classes for clergy  

and lay people 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Visit  www.schoolforspiritualdirection.org  

for more information. 

http://www.schoolforspiritualdirection.org/
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Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle  

Bishop of the Diocese of Texas 
 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan  
Bishop Suffragan Bishop Suffragan 

 
The Rt. Rev. Hèctor Monterroso 

Bishop Assistant 
_______________________________ 

 
The Rev. David Luckenbach  
Rector dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin  
Associate Rector chartin@christchurchtyler.org 
  
The Rev. Ted Welty  
Associate Rector twelty@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Stephen Stine  
Deacon ssti@tjc.edu 
 
The Rev. Kevin Wittmayer  
Assisting Priest 
  
The Rev. Tim Kennedy 
All Saints Episcopal School Chaplain, Assisting Priest 
  
Mrs. Diana Keesey  
Parish Administrator dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Ford  
Organist/Choirmaster jford@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. A.J.  Meals  
Assistant Organist 
 
Mrs. Kimber Short   
Director of Children’s Ministries kshort@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Ms. Madison Perry   
Children’s Ministries Assistant  
 
Mr. Uriah Johnson  
College Missioner tylertxcanterbury@gmail.com 
  
Mrs. Valerie Huggler  
Parish Secretary office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mrs. Samantha Hague  
Director of Communications shague@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. Robert Finney  
Music Leader, Christ Church South epiphanyttx@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ledell Reed Sexton 
 
Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton 
 
Ms. Jennifer Ducote Office Assistant & Housekeeper 
 
Mr. Anthony Moore Sexton, Christ Church South 
 
Ms. Laurel Maynard, Mrs. Blair Zdenek,  
Ms. Mackenzie Eakin, Mrs. Allison Hernandez Nursery 

Pastoral Emergency Contacts 

In the event of a pastoral emergency,  
you may reach  

The Rev. David Luckenbach, Rector, at 903-279-8777, or  
The Rev. Stephen Stine at 903-530-8168.  

You may also call the church office, 903-597-9854,  
during normal business hours. 

The Vestry 
Treasurer 

Asst. Treasurer 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Sunday, April 30 
4 Easter 

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60 
Nehemiah 9:6-15  

Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 

 
Sunday, May 7 

5 Easter 

Acts 17:1-15 
Deuteronomy 6:20-25  

Psalm 66:1-11 
1 Peter 2:1-10 
John 14:1-14  

Lectionary for upcoming Sundays 
Year A BCP 1979 Lectionary 

Mr. Peter Boyd 

Mr. Bill Clawater 

Mr. Stephen Bentley, Jr. Warden CCD 

Mr. Jerry Sanders 

Mrs. Terri Squyres, Clerk 

Mr. Stan Ward 

Mr. Bob Westbrook, Sr. Warden  

Mrs. Kim Meyer 

Mr. Danny Noteware 

Mrs. Sheryl Richter, Jr. Warden CCS 

Dr. Mak Saigusa 

Dr. Dan Toney 

Mr. Julius Bergfeld 

Mrs. Catherine Buhrkuhl 

Mr. Steven Comte 

Mrs. Karen Hughes 

Mr. Mark Shuttlesworth 

mailto:dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:ssti@tjc.edu
mailto:dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:epiphanyttx@gmail.com


 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

Sunday  
7:30 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

9:00 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:00 am~ CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I 
11:05 am~ CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite II  

~live-streamed christchurchtyler.org 

  

 

CHRIST CHURCH: ONE CHURCH—TWO CAMPUSES 

CCD: Christ Church Downtown, 118 S. Bois d’ Arc, Tyler, TX 75702 (office address) 

CCS: Christ Church South, 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, TX 75703 

www.christchurchtyler.org | office@christchurchtyler.org 

 

 Please Note: The Crucifer is published twice monthly (except July and December).  
If you have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, please contact  

Samantha Hague at 903-597-9854, shague@christchurchtyler.org. 

Christ Church | Episcopal 
118 S. Bois d’Arc 
Tyler, TX 75702 
 
903.597.9854 
office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
 
www.christchurchtyler.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vision of Christ Church is 

to be recognized as a joyful,  

spirit-filled community of  

apostles reaching out and 

transforming lives for Christ. 

mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org

