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From the Rector: 

 
In The Wisdom of the Desert, Thomas 

Merton, a twentieth century Trappist 

monk, compiled a series of sayings 

from early Church Fathers who found 

in the wilderness a deeper intimacy with 

God. One jewel in particular which he 

translated, saying number 101, speaks 

loudly to me. 

“Abbot Anthony taught Abbot Ammonas, saying, ‘You must advance yet further in the fear of God. And taking 
him out of the cell he showed him a stone, saying, ‘Go and insult that stone, and beat it without ceasing.’ When this 
had been done, St. Anthony asked Ammonas if the stone had answered back. ‘No,’ said Ammonas. The Abbot  
Anthony said, ‘You too must reach the point where you no longer take offense at anything.’”  

Lent is a wilderness season designed to draw us nearer to God. We might not yell at the rocks, but in Lent we  

observe disciplines which are no less a means to an end—our spiritual maturity. 

The Lenten habits we observe are intended to serve the same purpose as those practiced in the desert all those  

centuries ago. That’s why our worship services are more sparse in Lent. There is more silence. Some services begin 
with the Ten Commandments. The music, while beautiful, is less celebratory. Our hope is that in both our private 

devotional time and in our worship life together, God will use Lent to equip us for a richer life with Himself and  

one another.  

I pray you are observing a Holy Lent. And that the fruit of this dry season is a richer walk with Christ Jesus. 

Faithfully in Him, 

http://www.christchurchtyler.org
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I’ve been thinking a lot about faith and belief lately. 

I don’t like the word “believe” as in “do you believe in 
God?” We are stuck with the word because it’s  
woven into holy Scripture and our Creeds. But it’s be-
come so thinned out in modern North America, it’s 
not as powerful as it should be. 

It seems to me that when we Christians talk about 
what we believe, we are asking people if something 
makes sense to them. Almost as if we are saying, “Do 
you assent to these facts?”  

Here is what I mean. We all believe that Jesus is Lord, 
that he was born of the Virgin Mary, and that he died, 
rose again, and ascended into heaven. But the tempta-
tion is sometimes to say, “Okay, I accept this or that 
fact about Jesus to be true. I assent to it.” 

This is good, as far as it goes. But it’s pretty thin. I 
mean, it’s important we assent to Jesus’s resurrection, 
for example, but if it’s just a game we play in our 
heads, then we are missing the most important pieces. 
Faith, the kind of faith Abraham had and that we  
inherit, is a faith that is existential. It includes mental 
assent, but it is so much more. It’s got to have some 
more weight to it. 

If you grew up going to a Christian youth group, you 
may have heard your youth pastor use the example of a 
chair. The pastor would say something like this, “It’s 
one thing for you to believe this chair will hold your 
weight, but the real test,” he would say, pulling up a 
chair on stage, “is whether or not you’d sit on it. Will 
you trust it enough to lean backwards expecting it to 
hold your weight?” 

The example seems a bit trite to me now. It helps a 
little bit, but it’s not quite right either. The kind of faith 
we exercise when we sit on chairs is almost non-
existent. It’s more habit and expectation about the 
norms of life than anything else. 

A better example? 
Perhaps crowd surf-
ing. If you jump out 
into a crowd of peo-
ple during a raucous 
concert, there is a 
real risk you’ll land 
on the floor. You 
have to put your 
trust in person – or 

in this case, a collective of people – to bear you up.  

Or, a little closer to home: I recently strung up a swing 
for our boys. I threw a rope over the sturdy branch of 
an oak tree in our backyard. I needed to test it out after 
I tied up the swing. This required some substantial 
faith in myself. (I did not let myself down, by the way!) 

The kind of faith Christ calls us to, the kind of belief, is 
not less than mental assent, but it is so much more. It 
requires risk. We can’t exercise faith in God when we 
are already certain. But neither is it without  
evidence or substance (I’m looking at you Hebrews 
11:1). It needs to have some heft. It needs to be based 
on God’s proven character in the world and in our 
lives. When God calls us to entrust ourselves to him, to 
believe, we need to be able to have some reasonable 
confidence. But we should also have butterflies in our 
stomachs. Faith is assent, it’s trust. But it is also an  
adventure.  

“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”  
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* 

As we start another season of Lent we have many people to thank for the  
wonderful Mardi Gras party that we had.  

 

Thank you: 
• Robin Hood Brians and Father Bob Taliaferro for the gumbo that they cooked 
• Brotherhood of St. Andrew who helped to chop the vegetables, dice the chicken, and peeled the shrimp 
• Members of the Chancel Choir who helped serve, cook, take money and manage the wine bar as well as 

those who were on the clean-up crew 
• Cindy Westbrook and her group of women who decorated the tables 
• Bobbie Schroeder and her crew who used the helium tank to blow up the balloons 
• Kimber Short who managed the children’s activities 
• George Faber & Friends who provided the fabulous music 
 
The Chancel Choir wants to thank all of the people who help to make this evening a wonderful event. 

You are invited to participate in the celebration of Easter at Christ Church 
through the EASTER FLOWER & MUSIC FUND.  
<<—— Scan the QR code to the left or complete the form (find at the reception desk) if you wish 
to contribute to the placement of lilies in the church or help to underwrite the music presented  
Easter Sunday. Deadline April 3rd. www.christchurchtyler.org/easter-flowers 

EASTER FLOWER & MUSIC FUND 



 

 

The Crucifer . March 8, 2023 

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIRTHDAYS! 

3/10 Bryson Perkins, 3/11 Olivia Young, 3/13 Mary Caroline Willis,  
3/20 Abigail Jensen, 3/21 Joy Weissmann 

Laissez les bon temps rouler! 
 

According to the “Googlenets”, Mardi Gras has been 
celebrated in NOLA since 1837. I bet if Christ Church 
had been around since then we could’ve given them a 
run for their money! Our own Choir Krewe is matchless 
in creating an immersive experience right here in TYTX. 
 

I learned something else in my Google search. The 
official colors of Mardi Gras (purple, gold and green) 
don’t mean what I thought they meant. I always 
thought purple represented the Mardi Gras King. But 
my research found that the colors were chosen by the 
Rex Krewe to honor visiting Russian Grand Duke Alexis 
Romanoff because they were his family colors.  
As such, purple represents “Justice”, gold represents 
“Power” and green represents “Faith”. Biblically, these 
colors have a slightly different designation.  
 

Because of the difficulty in producing the color  
purple in the early church, it came to symbolize  
royalty and wealth. Gold also represents monetary 
wealth while green symbolizes everlasting life, 
growth and fertility.  
 

 

 

 

But whatever the symbolization of the colors or the 
genesis of the menu, one thing is for sure. It’s a mighty 
fine way to celebrate as we enter the season of Lent 
and what it means in our lives as we follow Christ. 
 

In Christian Formation, the kids and I we will be  
looking at that through several different metaphors. 
My hope is that by tying something known to the 
somewhat abstract concept of Lent, the kids will  
develop a deeper understanding of the season. 
 

So, what is Lent like? Ask your kids after Christian  
Formation this Sunday!  

Kimber  

EYC SUNDAY SCHOOL [5th-12th grade] 

10:00am Downtown 

"Hearing Jesus in the Gospels & Learning the 
Contemplative Art of Zentangle."   

If you can doodle, you can Zentangle. 
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Tuesdays, through-March 28  
11:30am Praying the Rosary—CCD Chapel  
Noon Lenten Teaching Series—CCD  
followed by a light lunch 
 
Friday, March 10 6:00pm Supper Club (see graphic)  
 
Spring Break Week, Mar 13-17 
Bible Study with the Rector & EYC—CANCELED 
 
Saturday, March 25 11am-1:00 
Family Picnic (with kids middle school age & younger) CCS 
 
Sunday, April 2 Palm Sunday 
regular service times  
 
Mon-Wed, April 3-5  
Noon Holy Eucharist—CCD 
 
Thursday, April 6  
7:00pm Maundy Thursday Rites—CCD 
 
Friday, April 7  
Noon Good Friday Liturgy 
1:15pm Stations of the Cross 
 
Saturday, April 8 
10:00am Easter Egg Hunt—CCS 
8:00pm The Great Easter Vigil—CCD 
 
Sunday, April 9 Easter  
regular service times plus 
7:00am Sunrise Service—CCS Amphitheater 
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In Our Prayers  
Please consider including the Prayer List  in your daily devotions: 

Lisa, Paul & Lucy, Yeva, YK, Iryna, Nora, Yevgeny, Rob, Victoria, Lynda, Chaley, Stacy, Sophie, Chesley, Link, Tom, John, 
Mike, Mark, Linda, Dalton, Chris, Marian, Ann, Carl, Mimi, Phil, Jennifer, MB, Raymond, Arnold, Tommy, George, Pam, Julie, 

John, Ahmet, Randy, Will, Luke, James, Gregg           
 

The Anglican Communion: The Diocese of Remo (Nigeria) | The Episcopal Church: Dioceses of Venezuela & Vermont 
Diocese of Texas:  St. John’s—Silsbee & Holy Comforter—Spring 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please contact The Rev. Stephen Stine with prayer list changes or additions 903.530.8168. 

In Memoriam  
Our sympathies to the family & friends of  

Olive Glenda Carter Brown, 

mother of Fredericka Brown. 

Holy Baptism  
The next scheduled date for baptisms  
is Sunday, April 16. If interested in  
baptism on this date, please contact  
the church office, 903-597-9854 or 

office@christchurchtyler.org. 

ADULT CONFIRMATION 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher, Bishop  
Suffragan of the Diocese of Texas, 
will be at Christ Church Downtown  
on Sunday, May 7 for adult  
confirmation at the 11:00 service.  
If you would like to be confirmed 

please contact Valerie Huggler, parish secretary, for more information  
at office@christchurchtyler.org or call 903 597.9854 



 

 

The Crucifer . March 8, 2023 P a g e 7  

Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle  

Bishop of the Diocese of Texas 
 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan  
Bishop Suffragan Bishop Suffragan 

 
The Rt. Rev. Hèctor Monterroso 

Bishop Assistant 
_______________________________ 

 
The Rev. David Luckenbach  
Rector dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Dr. Cole Hartin  
Associate Rector chartin@christchurchtyler.org 
  
The Rev. Ted Welty  
Associate Rector twelty@christchurchtyler.org 
 
The Rev. Stephen Stine  
Deacon ssti@tjc.edu 
 
The Rev. Kevin Wittmayer  
Assisting Priest 
  
The Rev. Tim Kennedy 
All Saints Episcopal School Chaplain, Assisting Priest 
  
Mrs. Diana Keesey  
Parish Administrator dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. Jeffrey Ford  
Organist/Choirmaster jford@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. A.J.  Meals  
Assistant Organist 
 
Mrs. Kimber Short   
Director of Children’s Ministries kshort@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Ms. Madison Perry   
Children’s Ministries Assistant  
 
Mr. Uriah Johnson  
College Missioner tylertxcanterbury@gmail.com 
  
Mrs. Valerie Huggler  
Parish Secretary office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mrs. Samantha Hague  
Director of Communications shague@christchurchtyler.org 
 
Mr. Robert Finney  
Music Leader, Christ Church South epiphanyttx@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Ledell Reed Sexton 
 
Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton 
 
Ms. Jennifer Ducote Office Assistant & Housekeeper 
 
Mr. Anthony Moore Sexton, Christ Church South 
 
Ms. Laurel Maynard, Mrs. Blair Zdenek,  
Ms. Mackenzie Eakin, Mrs. Allison Hernandez Nursery 

Pastoral Emergency Contacts 

In the event of a pastoral emergency,  
you may reach  

The Rev. David Luckenbach, Rector, at 903-279-8777, or  
The Rev. Stephen Stine at 903-530-8168.  

You may also call the church office, 903-597-9854,  
during normal business hours. 

The Vestry 
Treasurer 

Asst. Treasurer 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2024 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Class of 2025 

Sunday, March 12 
Lent 3 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Psalm 95 

Romans 5:1-11 
John 4:5-26 [27-38] 39-42 

 
Sunday, March 19 

Lent 4 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 

Ephesians 5:[1-7] 8-14 
John 9:1-13 [14-27] 28-38  

Lectionary for upcoming Sundays 
Year A BCP 1979 Lectionary 

Mr. Peter Boyd 

Mr. Bill Clawater 

Mr. Stephen Bentley, Jr. Warden CCD 

Mr. Jerry Sanders 

Mrs. Terri Squyres, Clerk 

Mr. Stan Ward 

Mr. Bob Westbrook, Sr. Warden  

Mrs. Kim Meyer 

Mr. Danny Noteware 

Mrs. Sheryl Richter, Jr. Warden CCS 

Dr. Mak Saigusa 

Dr. Dan Toney 

Mr. Julius Bergfeld 

Mrs. Catherine Buhrkuhl 

Mr. Steven Comte 

Mrs. Karen Hughes 

Mr. Mark Shuttlesworth 

THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW is selling raffle tickets for a one week stay at The Wharf Resort in 
Hot Springs, AR. (Can be used any time in 2023.) 
$10 each or  3/$25. Tickets will be sold between services. Drawing is TUESDAY 3.16.23. 
Proceeds will go to The Brotherhood’s support of Christ Church Ministries. 

mailto:dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:ssti@tjc.edu
mailto:dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:epiphanyttx@gmail.com
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Worship Schedule  
 

Sunday  
7:30 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

9:00 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite II 
11:00 am~ CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I 
11:05 am~ CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite II  

~live-streamed christchurchtyler.org 

  

 

CHRIST CHURCH: ONE CHURCH—TWO CAMPUSES 

CCD: Christ Church Downtown, 118 S. Bois d’ Arc, Tyler, TX 75702 (office address) 

CCS: Christ Church South, 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, TX 75703 

www.christchurchtyler.org | office@christchurchtyler.org 

 

 Please Note: The Crucifer is published twice monthly (except July and December).  
If you have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, please contact  

Samantha Hague at 903-597-9854, shague@christchurchtyler.org. 

Christ Church | Episcopal 
118 S. Bois d’Arc 
Tyler, TX 75702 
 
903.597.9854 
office@christchurchtyler.org 
 
 
www.christchurchtyler.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vision of Christ Church is 

to be recognized as a joyful,  

spirit-filled community of  

apostles reaching out and 

transforming lives for Christ. 

mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org

