
 

 

James begins his letter to the early Church with this encouragement: ‘Count it all joy, my brothers and 

sisters, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 

And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.’ 

Trials are a part of life for everyone. Yet Tyler and most everyone in the world has endured a great 

trial for the past eleven months. And then there was the Polar Vortex of February 2021. 

For many, the weather last week was traumatic. For some, it was acutely dangerous. Tragic. 

The lack of power and water in sustained freezing temperatures created a life-threatening event 

for many people in Texas.  

So how do we ‘count it all joy’?  

We can be honest about the immense difficulties of the Polar Vortex in the midst of this sustained 

season of terrible pandemic. Anxiety and fear and frustration are reasonable responses to the  

difficulties of we have faced. Yet they are not the last word. 

We are a hopeful people. As Job said in the midst of his tremendous trials, ‘I know that my  

Redeemer lives. And though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God.’  

Lent is not an end in itself. This season has a purpose. Faithfully enduring the trials and tribula-

tions of the wilderness strengthens our faith and draws us nearer to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

That’s why we ‘count it joy’ in the midst of hard times. We are not putting on a happy face.  

Rather, we know that these are substantial bumps on the road. But they will pass away. And our 

destination is an abundant and eternal life with Christ. 

Faithfully yours in Him,        

V o l .  X X I I I ,  N o .  5  

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 1  

c h r i s t c h u r c h t y l e r . o r g  

From the Rector: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vision of Christ Church is to be recog-
nized as a joyful,  

spirit-filled community of  
apostles reaching out and transforming lives 

for Christ. 

http://www.christchurchtyler.org
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Jesus told his disciples this Parable of the Sheep and Goats  

during his last week on this earth, probably only three days  

before his Crucifixion. Jesus told his disciples that they would 

always have the poor with them, and part of the disciples’  

mission was to care for them, just as Jesus cared for the “least 

of these.” Jesus said as he began his ministry, The Spirit of the 

Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good 

news to the poor.  

The poor are still with us, and we have a significant number of 

the “least of these” in Tyler; we call them the homeless. The 

homeless in Tyler are people who for various reasons are  

without adequate shelter. Some live literally on the street while 

others live in the woods in an encampment in North Tyler. 

Others sleep on the doorsteps of public buildings or under 

bridges. During the winter storm that we are experiencing this 

week, their mode of living just won’t work. 

There several local organizations that help homeless people, 

such as the Salvation Army, PATH, the Highway 80 Rescue 

Mission, and of course the Christ Church Loaves and Fishes 

ministry. Some of the homeless can’t be helped by these  

organizations, and this winter storm has created an emergency 

situation for the “least of these.” One of the members of our 

church has had a long-time heart for the “least of these,” and 

has ministered to the homeless for several years. Her name is 

Cally Finney, and she and her husband Robert, attend services 

at the South Campus. Robert is the music director there. Cally 

and a group of like-minded people work as a street team to help 

the “least of these” during this cold weather emergency. 

This loosely organized group of saints has raised nearly $20,000 

and reserved a block of motel rooms for somewhere around 

150 the homeless. The street team even loaded up dogs and cats 

and found warm shelter for the pets of the homeless residents 

until they can safely be outside. When I spoke with Cally last 

Monday afternoon, she was with her people at the Super 8  

Motel, where there was no electricity and no heat; she was help-

ing them with blankets and food. Cally spent the entire week in 

from the associate rector... 
The Rev. Ted Welty/Associate Rector of Christian Formation 

the motel without electricity and heat, and then helped the 

homeless whose tents were destroyed by the snow to find new 

shelter. 

Cally told the Tyler Morning Telegraph that her team would 

like to work with the local organizations like PATH, Hunger 

for Love and Gateway and Highway 80 Rescue Mission and 

Hand-Up Network to be able to meet the emergency needs on 

the streets. Finney said. “So that would involve the ability to 

assess the situations get people where they need to go, see 

what their needs are, what help there is for them.” In the fu-

ture, Finney hopes they can get a 15-passenger van to keep 

supplies in and for volunteers to drive around to help year-

round. 

Cally said, “We’re all God’s children and He would say, ‘Take 

care of these children, they’re mine.’ The goal is to love them 

as God would want us to.” Thanks be to God for Cally and 

her colleagues as they spread the love of Jesus among the 

“least of these.” 

Blessings in Christ, 

Ted+ 

…the least of  these 

Matthew 25:34-40 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda-

tion of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 

me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer 

him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you 

a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  

“There are many times when I’ve wanted 

to photograph extremely beautiful  

moment in the past days, but it isn’t  

appropriate because no one wants their 

struggle on display. However, this blurry 

phone image gives away no identity. 

There were about 15 of us and these 

four were walking in front of 

me. This photo was taken 

after 30 minutes of walking in 

the freezing cold to share 

food with others.”  

- Cally (pictured in the circle 

with some of her Street Team) 
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Choir School of  East Texas Highlight 
Diana Keesey, executive director  |  Jeffrey Ford, artistic director 

This all started with me just wanting to sing in a church choir and the Choir School of East Texas took me in as part of 

the family. I am forever grateful to all the people that have helped me get to this point.  

Choir School has always been supportive of my musical journey. The first time I toured and performed in the United 

Kingdom was with Choir School of East Texas. Because of the support and opportunities I received over the years from 

this program I was able to grow musically.  I began taking voice lessons and clarinet lessons in sixth grade along with 

singing in the church choir every Sunday at Christ Church. I can say with confidence that it made me a better musician. It 

is with the help of Mr. Ford and Mrs. Keesey that I was able to enjoy music and eventually pursue it as a career. 

But most important of all is God. He has been by my side every step of the way, leading me and guiding me. I am excited 

to see what he has planned for me!  

Samuel Hsieh 
Choir School of East Texas Chorister 2012-2017 & College Scholarship Recipient 
Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina | Degree plan: Orchestra and Clarinet 
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Student Ministries is now  

meeting in person again!  

5th-8th grade:  

Wednesdays 6 -7:30 pm  

Senior High : 

2nd/4th Sundays  

5:00-6:30 pm! 

*All meet-ups at Christ Church Downtown* 

Contact Medwards@christchurchtyler.org for more information. 

This year our Pretzel Sunday got derailed by weather, and that makes me sad, but thankful that everyone  

stayed home and safe. Pretzel Sunday is a great way to prepare for Lent. I have included a brief history  

of the pretzel, a recipe for a lent friendly treat and a fun fact.                       

Pretzels have an interesting history! 

Around the year 610, a monk decided to make a treat for the children who had learned to recite their prayers.  

Christians in those days prayed by folding their hands across their chests with each hand touching the  

opposite shoulder. This clever monk formed the dough so that it would look like hands folded in prayer.  

He gave his creation the name pretiola, which in Latin means “little reward.” 

The simple shape of the pretzel, arms folded in prayer, reminds us to pray each day! 

Because of the very basic ingredients these pretzels can be a reminder of prayer  
and fasting during this season of lent.  

 
2 cups + 4 TBS all purpose flour, 2 TBS white sugar, 2 tsp baking powder,  

1/3 - 2/3 cup of whole milk ( I used almost 2/3),1/2 tsp salt, 1 egg white beaten, course salt for top.  
 

Mix all dry ingredients reserving 4 TBS of flower for rolling out the dough , slowly add 1/3 c. milk. Add milk until 

dough forms a ball without sticking to the sides of bowl. Spread flour on flat surface,  form pretzels by rolling 

dough into a long “snake”.  Lift up the ends leaving about 1/3 of the dough on the table twist the middle together 

and lay ends back over the middle. Brush the top with egg white and sprinkle with coarse salt if you have it,  

otherwise regular salt will work, or no salt at all. Bake 350 12-15 minutes or until brown.  

Fun Fact pretzel makers in Pennsylvania pretzel companies make 9-12 pretzels a minute. 
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In Our Prayers   

Please consider including the Prayer List in your daily devotions: 

Jennifer, Lisa, Chesley, Drew, Virginia G., Betsey, Evans, Chad, Karen, Christy, Drew, Shelly, Lauren, 

Terri, Paul, Amanda, Jerry, S.C., Tommy, Lucy, Larry, Tom, Kenzie, Paxton, Cynthia, Martha, Joanna, 

Katie, Randy, Nita, Stephanie, Christi, Roland, Kim, Carolyn, Charles, Gabriel, Elijah, Everett,  

Tucker, Kim, Toby, Chuck, Susan, Betty, John, Nadine, Linda, Peggy, Rob, Cathy, Caitlin, Marjorie, 

Bob, Julie, Matthew, Ruthie, Pete, Shirley, Gil, Mark, Brian, Bob, Jason, Mimi, Phil, Carl, Marie, Ann, 

Mary, Len, Kathy, John, Jayne, James, Lynne, Hudson, Steve, John, Charles, Caroline, Jim, Christian, 

Stacy, Frank, Phil, Gene, Beverly, Betty, Alice, Randy, Sarah, Larry, Robin, BD, James, Nancy,  

Keighley, Wayne, David, Keith, Pam, Lauren, Yvonne, Marc, Greg, Paul, Dale, Bernice, Hal, Jessica, 

Carey, Chesa, Dalton, Mike, Kirby, Austin, Eleanor, Chris, Betty, Bob 

 

The Anglican Communion: The Diocese of Antananarivo (Madagascar) 

The Episcopal Church: Dioceses Central Gulf Coast (AL & FL) & Central New York 

Diocese of Texas: St. Augustine of Hippo Church—Galveston & William Temple Episcopal Center—Galveston.  

 

Please contact The Rev. Stephen Stine with prayer list changes or additions 903.530.8168 

In Memoriam   
Our sympathies to the family & friends of   

Roy Lee, husband of Carol Lee 

& 

Marsha Holliday, 

mother of Sean Holliday and Allison McGinnis 

&  

Mary Lorraine Smith, 

aunt of Diana Keesey. 

An email & text will be sent with the link to RSVP Monday mornings at 9:00am,  

reservations will stay open until the service is at capacity or until noon on Friday.  

There is also a link on the website, to RSVP,  

or you can call the Parish Secretary, Paula Harrison at 903.597.9854. 

CHILDREN’S CORNER BIRTHDAYS! 

2/18 Levi Albea, 2/18 Ethan Haan,  

2/27 Matthew Ward, 2/28 Evie Noteware, 

2/28 Michael Peveto, 3/1 Walt Eagleton,  

3/2 Coralie Bailey, 3/2 Henry Bailey 
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information 

Sunday Services are streamed  

11:00am from the Nave on YouTube &9:00 Facebook Live from Christ Church South 

FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/ChristChurchTyler | YOUTUBE: www.youtube.com/christchurchtyler 

Christian Formation & Morning Prayer are also available online (see below) 

Virtual Opportunities still Available: 

Virtual Adult Christian Formation: find links at christchurchtyler.org or youtube.com/christchurchtyler 

www.youtube.com/

Meeting back up again February 23rd & 25th!! 
Starting a powerful series on the  
“so-called” 12 Minor Prophets. 

In-person Opportunities  



 

 

Sunday, February 28  - The Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 22:1-14 

Psalm 16 

Romans 8:31-39 

Mark 8:31-38 

 

Sunday, March 7 - The Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 

Psalm 19:7-14 

Romans 7:13-25 

John 2:13-22 
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Clergy and Staff 
The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle  

Bishop of the Diocese of Texas 
 

The Rt. Rev. Jeff Fisher The Rt. Rev. Kai Ryan  
Bishop Suffragan Bishop Suffragan 

The Rt. Rev. Hèctor Monterroso 
Bishop Assistant 

_______________________________ 
 

The Rev. David Luckenbach  
Rector dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org 

The Rev. Dr. Matt Boulter   
Associate Rector mboulter@christchurchtyler.org 

The Rev. Ted Welty  
Associate Rector twelty@christchurchtyler.org 

The Rev. Stephen Stine  
Deacon ssti@tjc.edu 

The Rev. Kevin Wittmayer  
Chaplain, All Saints, Assisting Priest kwittmayer@all-saints.org 

Mr. Garrett Lane  
Asst. Chaplain, All Saints glane@all-saints.org 

Mrs. Diana Keesey  
Parish Administrator dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org 

Mr. Jeffrey Ford  
Organist/Choirmaster jford@christchurchtyler.org 

Dr. Ian Aipperspach  
Assistant Organist iaipperspach@etbu.edu  

Mrs. Melanie Edwards  
Director of Student Ministries medwards@christchurchtyler.org 

Mrs. Tina McGee  
Director of Children’s Ministries tmcgee@christchurchtyler.org 

Mrs. Paula Harrison  
Parish Secretary office@christchurchtyler.org 

Mrs. Samantha Hague  
Director of Communications shague@christchurchtyler.org 

Mr. Robert Finney  
Music Leader, Christ Church South epiphanyttx@gmail.com 

Mr. Ledell Reed Sexton 

Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton 

Ms. Jennifer Ducote Office Assistant & Housekeeper 

Mr. Anthony Moore Sexton, Christ Church South 

Ms. Blythe Maynard, Ms. Laurel Maynard,  
Ms. Tamarian Britton, Ms. Elizabeth Haan Nursery 

Pastoral Emergency Contacts 

In the event of a pastoral emergency,  

you may reach The Rev. David Luckenbach, Rector,  

at 903-279-8777, The Rev. Matt Boulter, 903-944-8494, 

The Rev. Ted Welty, 903-714-7052 or  

The Rev. Stephen Stine at 903-530-8168.  

You may also call the church office, 903-597-9854,  

during normal business hours. 

The Vestry 

Treasurer 

Asst. Treasurer 

Class of 2021 

Class of 2021 

Class of 2021 

Class of 2021 

Class of 2021 

Class of 2022 

Class of 2022 

Class of 2022 

Class of 2022 

Class of 2022 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Class of 2023 

Scripture Readings for upcoming Sundays 

Year B BCP 1979 Lectionary 

Mr. Tim Alexander 

Mr. Peter Boyd 

Mr. Travis Albea 

Mr. Clyde Beaty 

Mrs. Susan Bracken 

Mr. Rodney Schroeder 

Mr. Ted Walters, Senior Warden 

Mrs. Lou Ann Berman 

Mr. Steve Hardy 

Mrs. Christi Khalaf, Clerk 

Mr. John Owen, Jr. Warden CCD 

Mr. Tim Quinn, Jr. Warden CCS 

Mr. Stephen Bentley 

Mr. Mark Burton 

Mr. Jerry Sanders 

Mrs. Terri Squyres 

Mr. Bob Westbrook 

mailto:dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:mboulter@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:ssti@tjc.edu
mailto:kwittmayer@all-saints.org
mailto:kwittmayer@all-saints.org
mailto:dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:jford@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:medwards@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:tridley@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:office@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org
mailto:epiphanyttx@gmail.com


 

Worship Schedule  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Sunday 7:30 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

 9:00 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 9:00 am CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite II {live-streamed on Facebook} 

 11:00 am CCD: The Holy Eucharist Rite I  

 11:00 am Virtual Worship from the Nave | youtube.com/christchurchtyler 

 11:05 am CCS: The Holy Eucharist Rite II  

  

Reservations must be made for each service.  
Find link on the website or contact the church office. 

 

CHRIST CHURCH: ONE CHURCH—TWO CAMPUSES 
CCD: Christ Church Downtown, 118 S. Bois d’ Arc, Tyler, TX 75702 (office address) 

CCS: Christ Church South, 15747 Old Jacksonville Hwy, Tyler, TX 75703 
  

Please Note: The Crucifer is published twice monthly (except July and December).  
If you have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, please contact  

Samantha Hague at 903-597-9854, shague@christchurchtyler.org. 

mailto:lhensarling@christchurchtyler.org

