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I have said these

things to you that my
joy may be in you,
and that your joy
may be complete.

John 15:11
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From the Rector:

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you." Luke 1.26-29

| have been to Mary’s house in Nazareth.

It is quite small. In fact, it is smaller than most living rooms.

Dirt floor. Mud walls.

We do not know how many siblings Mary had, but there was not a lot of per-
sonal space in their home. So privacy was negligible to non-existent for her.

Mary was likely very young. Teenager young. Even early teenager young.

Which makes her selection all the more remarkable. God could have chosen a
princess, but He chose Mary.

Could have chosen an adult, but He chose Mary.

Could have chosen someone who lived in a palace, or at least an estate, but
He chose to enter into the world through a young teenage girl living in a living-
room sized home in a very small town in a minor part of the Roman Empire.

Mary’s response to Gabriel and to her mission is, perhaps, the greatest state-
ment of faith in the Bible.

"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he
has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on all gen-
erations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.” Luke 1.46-49

As you walk through Advent and prepare for Christmas, remember that God
has chosen you. He has chosen to love you. He has chosen to bless you.

The Lord has called you to a great task — to know Christ. | pray that this
Christmas, the Lord will do great things for you. And that your life will overflow

with faith, gratitude, and joy. m
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Clergy and Staff

The Rt. Rev. Andrew Doyle
Bishop of the Diocese of Texas

The Rt. Rev. Dena Harrison Bishop Suffragan

The Rev. David Luckenbach Rector
The Rev. Matt Boulter Assistant Rector
The Rev. Brandon Peete Curate
The Rev. Stephen Stine Deacon
Mr. Jeffrey Ford Organist/Choirmaster

Mr. Vance Garvey
Mrs. Denise Jarrett
Ms. Tina Ridley

Mrs. Diana Keesey
Mrs. Carolyn Velleca

Director of Sr. High Ministries
Director of Middle School Ministries
Director of Children’s Ministries
Parish Administrator

Parish Secretary

Mrs. Lee Hensarling Publications/Membership
Mr. Zion Spencer Epiphany Music Leader
Mr. Ledell Reed Sexton

Mr. Kendric Milton Assistant Sexton
Ms. Jennifer Ducote Office Assistant & Housekeeper
Ms. Mary Manson, Ms. Vanessa Molina,

Ms. Ashley Bracken, Mrs. Nicole Garvey,
Mr. Todd Hague. Nursery

The Vestry

Mr. Francis Kay, Sr. Warden, Class of 201 |
Mr. Bryan Rossman, Jr. Warden, Class of 2012
Mrs. Mary John Spence Pro Vita
Mr. Peter Boyd Treasurer
Mr. Tom Ridley Clerk
Mrs. Cynthia Patty Class of 201 1
Mr. George Roberts Class of 201 1
Mr. Bret Berry Class of 2012
Mrs. Dee Dee Bufe Class of 2012
Mr. Clyde Davis Class of 2012
Mrs. Mary Ruth Greenwell Class of 2012
Mrs. Laurel Beaty Class of 2013
Mrs. Mardi Byrd Class of 2013
Mr. Steve Hardy Class of 2013
Mrs. Frances Swann Class of 2013
Mr. Trey Yarbrough Class of 2013

Scripture Readings for Sunday
2 Advent, December 4

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-1 |

Psalm: 85 or 85:7-13

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a, 18
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

3 Advent, December 11

First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm: 126 or Canticle 3 or 15
Second Reading: | Thessalonians 5:(12-15)16-28

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 or John 3:23-30

In Memoriam

Our sympathies to the family and friends of
Curtis Humphries Walker, mother of Kelly, Scott and Gary.

Our sympathies to the family and friends of Gilbert David Rowe,
grandson of Mary Claire and Gilbert Rowe.

May the souls of the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

Pastoral Emergency Contacts
In the event of a pastoral emergency, you may reach The
Rev. David Luckenbach, Rector, at 903-279-8777, The Rev.
Matt Boulter, at 903-944-8494, or The Rev. Stephen Stine
at 903-530-8168. You may also call the church office, 903-

597-9854, during normal business hours.

In Our Prayers
Please consider including the prayer list
in your daily devotions.

Joan & Glenn, Amy, Alan, Wanda, Lindsey, SJ., Scott, J.C., Shirley,
Mike, Dick, Sonja, Pam, Marian, Ben, John, Bea B., Bo, Barbara, Betty
& Larry, James, Latoya, Ben, Logan, Ginger, David, Cherry, Billy,
Donald, Sean, Alan, Morgan, Jennifer, Meredith, Joshua, Kolbe.

Prayer List Requests
If you would like to add or remove a name on the prayer list, please

contact The Rev. Stephen Stine at 903-530-8168. To protect the
confidentiality of those in the prayer list, we will use first names or
initials only.

Additional Contact Information

The Rev. David Luckenbach dluckenbach@christchurchtyler.org
The Rev. Matt Boulter mboulter@christchurchtyler.org
The Rev. Stephen Stine ssti@tjc.edu
Jeffrey Ford jford@christchurchtyler.org
Diana Keesey dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org

Church Web Site: www.christchurchtyler.org

Tina Ridley tridley@christchurchtyler.org

Denise Jarrett djarrett@christchurchtyler.org
Vance Garvey vgarvey@christchurchtyler.org
Lee Hensarling Ihensarling@christchurchtyler.org
Carolyn Velleca office@christchurchtyler.org

Lay Ministry Schedule: www.christchurchtyler.org/worship




Experiencing Epiphany

The Three Comings of
Christ
Advent, 201 |

Have you ever noticed how, in
the Christian Faith, so many
things come in “three’s”? Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Peter, James,

and John. Faith, hope, and love.

Another “Trinitarian triad”
which is especially relevant at this point in our church year is
found in the Memorial Acclamation of our Eucharistic
Prayer:

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

I've long reflected on our confession of this “triple
event” in terms of Advent, a time when we prepare for the
coming of Christ. (Note that, in Latin, the verb venire means
“to come,” and the prefix ad means “to” or “toward.”) It
points, | think, to the reality of the three “comings” of Christ,
all of which require our preparation. Christ came; Christ
comes; Christ will come again.

First, Christ came. He came to our hurting and broken
world 2000 years ago as a baby boy, born to a young teen-
age girl in Palestine. He came to an afflicted people, in des-
perate need of something, someone, to put their hope in.
This first coming, when the God-man walked upon the pages
of historical time and space, is something catholic Christians
actively remember every year in Advent. We relive it, we
reimagine it, we prepare for it. When it comes to this, the
“first coming” of Christ, what is going on is that we are pre-
paring for the remembrance of a past event (not unlike the
annual preparation for one’s wedding anniversary).

But, second, Christ comes. Every Eucharist, every time
the Word is read, in fact every moment of our lives, God in
Christ approaches us in loving relationship. This is true on
so many levels we scarcely have time or space to discuss it.
In my Christian formation class this year during Ordinary

Time we spent many weeks discussing and practicing a form
of prayerful reading called lectio divina, and this is why: Christ
is always present, and yet the challenge and need is for us to
develop and cultivate an awareness of that presence. Hence,
we pray. We meditate. We contemplate. We wait. We lis-
ten. “Be still,” the Psalms instruct, “and know that | am God.”

Finally, Christ will come again. This we confess at every
Eucharist in the words of the Nicene Creed: “He will come
again to judge the living and the dead.” No man knows the
hour, and few should claim to know the manner, but that he
will return, we are absolutely certain. And though the details
are hazy, we are told that he will come like a thief in the
night. (I Thes 5:2) Therefore, St. Paul admonishes, “let us not
sleep, as others do, but keep awake, and be sober.” (I Thes
5:5) Sounds like preparation to me.

All of this reminds me of a quotation from Mexican nov-
elist Carlos Fuentes: “We imagine the past, and we remem-
ber the future.” The past, the first coming of Christ, is an
event which renews and redeems the world, simultaneously
bringing Israel’s story (for us, the Old Testament) to its an-
ticipated climax. It is no ordinary event. It is the “axis
mundi,” the pivot of history. It is, at the same time, the cli-
max of our story, yours and mine. When we read about
God’s people in the Old Testament, we are reading about
our community, our selves. This is an event we are imagina-
tively to re-inhabit.

The future, in turn, is something we “remember,” for we
have already been told how it will end. Putting aside all of
those dense, thick commentaries on the Book of Revelation
for a moment, we do see in the last two chapters of our
Story a renewed community, celebrating the ultimate victory
of God and his Lamb. We know, in other words, “who wins”
in the end, and we know that our destiny is sure: to rest in
and to enjoy our Three Person God forever with all his
Saints.

We imagine the past; we remember the future. In so
doing we are enabled more and more to live fully into the
present moment, in which Christ comes to us continually and
without reservation.

The Rev. Matt Boulter, Assistant Rector

All members of the Epiphany community, friends and
family are invited to attend all services in the Nave during
the holiday season. For a complete listing of events and
services, please refer to page 7.

Epiphany Wish List. Looking for a way to serve or help? Check
out the Epiphany Wish List at: www.epiphanytyler.org




Spirituality

Calendar

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CLASSES 10:00-10:50 am
Adult Christian Education, 3rd fl. Grelling-Spence Bldg.

The Gospel of Luke, is taught by The Rev. Luckenbach in the Ascen-
sion Room.

A Reason for God. During the four Sundays of Advent, Fr. Matt &
The Rev. Peete will be leading a discussion based on the DVD series
“A Reason for God” by Timothy Keller.

Modern Anglican Divines, through December |I. Who are the
major modern theologians of Anglicanism? What do their writings say

to us as Christian disciples of the 21st Century? In this seven-week
course, we will look at Anglican thinkers such as William Porcher
Dubose, William Temple, Frederick Denison Maurice, and Rowan
Williams. The Rev. Stine will teach this course in the Trinity Room.

Children and Youth
Nursery: 8:30 till end of 11/11:05 services, infant-1st grade,

Godly Play: Children from 2 years to 2nd grade grow their faith
through Godly Play, a Montessori-based curriculum using a careful
telling of scripture stories, engaging story figures, and a variety of
creative activities to encourage children to seek and find their own
answers to their faith questions.

3- 6™ AKALOO: A curriculum for 3rd through 6th grade that
brings a "stage-specific" approach to faith formation for our children

and youth by focusing on five areas of discipleship: Bible, God, Disci-
ple, Church, and World.

7 — 12* Character: A study designed for 7th through [2th grade
students that reveals how people of the Old Testament encountered

God in amazing ways, and their lives were drastically changed. Stu-
dents see how an encounter with God will change their lives forever.

Weekday Christian Education

Tuesday AM, (Men’s Bible Study) 6:45-7:45 am, 3rd floor, Grel-
ling-Spence Bldg., led by The Rev. Luckenbach. Classes will not be held

beginning December |3, but will resume in January. 2012.

Men’s Bible Study, Lectionary-based study, Gospel Reading:
Wednesdays, 7:15-8:15 a.m., Undercroft.

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 am, Trinity
Room. Will resume in January, 2012. Led by Frances Swann, childcare

provided..

Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 10:30-11:30 am, Epiphany
Room, A Word from the Prophets, led by The Rev. Luckenbach. Classes
will not be held beginning December 15, but will resume in January, 2012.

Youth Activities Weekly—EYC—4th floor

EYC Fish (5th-6th grade) & Jr. EYC (7th-8th grade) Come join
us for dinner, discussion and games, 6:00-7:30 pm every Wednesday,
4th floor.

Sr. EYC (9th-12th grade) Join us every Wednesday 6:00-7:30 pm
for a time of fellowship, food, community, and study. This year’s study

theme is “Discipleship”.
Sr. EYC ski trip to Winter Park, Colorado, December 16-21.
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Sundays
7:30 am
8:00 am
8:45 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
11:05 am
5:30 pm
Mondays
10:00 am
4:00 pm
Tuesdays
6:45 am
8:30 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
Wednesdays
7:15 am
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
Thursdays
10:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:00 pm

Every Week at Christ Church

Holy Eucharist Rite |
Canterbury Choir Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist Rite Il

Gift Shop Open till 10:50 am
Christian Education Classes
Holy Eucharist Rite |
Epiphany Eucharist, 4th floor
Holy Eucharist Rite |

Gift Shop open till 2:00 pm
Choir School of East Texas

Tuesday AM with Rector
Morning Prayer in the Chapel
Education for Ministry

Staff Meeting

Gift Shop open till 2:00 pm

St. Cecilia’s Handbell Ensemble
Education for Ministry

Men’s Bible Study

Yoga Class

Gift Shop Open till 2:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study

Book Club

Face2Face/Catalyst Youth Groups
Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Gift Shop Open till 2:00 pm
Women’s Bible Study w/Rector

Holy Communion, 1928 Prayer Book
Choir School of East Texas

Loaves & Fishes

Upcoming Events at Christ Church

Saturday, December 3

10:00 am
11:00 am

Sunday, December 4

6:00 pm

Monday, December 5

4:00 pm
5:30 pm

Children & Youth Salvation Army Bell Ringing
Ordination of The Rev. Brandon Peete

Service of Nine Lessons & Carols

ECW Christmas Party
Pub Club, B,.’s Brewhouse

Tuesday, December 6

11:00 am
11:30 am
12:00 pm

Friday, December 9

7:00 pm

Hospice Food Delivery
Praying the Rosary in the Chapel
Tidings of Joy Concert & Luncheon

Dinner Groups

Sunday, December 11

8:00 am
12:30 pm

CSET Cookie Walk
E-Kids Angel Tree Christmas Shopping

Tuesday, December 13

11:00 am

Praying the Rosary in the Chapel




Music Ministry

Advent Tidings of Joy

Noon-Time Concert Series

Please join us for our Tidings of Joy Concerts
Series. Abundant thanks to the ECW for pro-
.—_ viding the lunches following the 25 minute

concerts.

December 6 Dr. Janel Hector, harp and Diana Norwood, violin
December 13 Ford & Friends; Jeffrey Ford, Lori Smith, June Shull
& Sue Bugg

December 20 Holly Marsh, soprano & Frances Simpson, alto

What Key will you Play?

Thank you for your support for the renovation project of our Stein-
way piano in the Nave. We need to raise a total of $28,275 and we

have raised to date $13,000. It is not too late to give to this project
that will help provide great music here at Christ Church.

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Family Eucharist 4:00 pm

Christmas Concert & Carol Sing

The Festal Eucharist

A candlelight service and grand celebration of the Nativity with all

Festival of Lessons & Carols: A Solemn Midnight Eucharist

Schedule of Services for
the Feast of the Nativity

Christmas Eve Celebration, Saturday, December 24, 2011

A family friendly Eucharist starting with the Children’s
Christmas Pageant, moving right into the service
of Holy Eucharist.
7:30 pm
A 30 minute Concert and Carol Sing presented by the Chancel
Choir with String Quartet and Organ to celebrate
The Feast of the Nativity.
8:00 pm

of the pageantry associated with Anglican worship.

10:30 pm
Join us for a beautiful candlelight liturgy that incorporates
an abbreviated form of Nine Lessons and Carols
and moves right into the Eucharist.

Parish Administrator

COMMITYOUR WAY
as of November 28, 201 |

20 new pledgors

220 pledging units

2012 Stewardship
$1,000,190

85 increases over 2010 pledge

Ministries and programs offered in 2012 are determined by your commitments.

If you are interested in auto debit or if you have any questions
please contact Diana Keesey at 903.597.9854 or dkeesey@christchurchtyler.org

Choir School of East Texas
4th Annual Cookie Walk
Sunday, December | 1, 8:00 ‘til they’re gone

Come to the Parish Hall on Sunday, December | Ith, where you'll find
dozens and dozens of homemade cookies all baked by loving hands of
Choir School supporters. Here’s how it works: you purchase an empty
box for $12 or an extra large one for $20, then you fill your box with
cookies - choosing just the right ones for your family or special event.
You can have as many cookies as you want, provided they will fit in the
box with the lid closed.

The drawing for our Aggie and Longhorn 3D Gingerbread Houses
handmade by Tina Ridley will be held. Preordered Gingerbread House
Cookie w/Boy & Girl will be ready for pick-up. And, last but not least,
add to your box, homemade treats specially wrapped for your pets.

5

Christmas Gift Tree

The Choir School of East Texas is providing you with
an opportunity to support our non-profit
organization and at the same time provide a
Christmas gift for someone you love.

This is how it works:

Take an envelope from the Choir School Christmas Tree.
Determine the amount you want to give and write
a check to the Choir School and give it to Diana Keesey.
Include the name and address of the gift recipient
in the envelope.

A lovely handwritten acknowledgement card will be sent to
the recipient within one week to let them know that a
gift has been given, by you, in their name.

The tree will be in the Grelling-Spence lobby
Sunday, Dec, 4 —Sunday, Dec. 18




E-Kids only Sunday, December 11|

Angel Tree Christmas Shopping
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Pageant Sign up
Sheets are now available in the
Discovery Kingdom Hallway.

Please sign up as soon as possible.

Youth Ministry

Listening to a radio sermon yesterday | was reminded
of the truth surrounding the concept of thanksgiving; the
act of giving thanks, that is, not the holiday. The truth that
the preacher was attempting to help his listeners under-
stand was this: that there is no such thing as being thankful
until we act upon the gratefulness in our hearts. Thanksgiv-
ing without some sort of verbal expression or symbols of
service through action is nothing more than gratefulness.

He said that it is easy for people to be grateful, or glad
of heart in response to some good thing or blessing in
their lives. But he claimed that too often our gratefulness is
not followed by true thanksgiving.

Much like a child receiving a birthday or Christmas
present often needs to be reminded to say thank you to
the giver, or give a hug, or write a “thank you” card, we
too need to be reminded from time to time that we ought
to give thanks to our Father in heaven for his goodness
and grace in our lives. | am sure that every child is grateful
in their hearts to receive gifts, as we all are. You can see it
on their faces. A big smile, a sly grin, an excited gasp. It is
easy to surmise that their hearts are full of gratefulness.

Yet, most parents understand the need and politeness of
offering a sign, an act, of thankfulness toward the giver of

such gifts.

Needless to say, the message got me thinking. More
than that, it got me thanking. As you read this you'll be on
the other side of Thanksgiving. In fact, you'll be a few days
into Advent. Yet, despite the different names of the holi-
days and seasons associated with calendar dates, it must be
said that thankfulness should most definitely be an every
day, all-the-time practice in our lives and spiritual disci-
pline. Among other commands and instructions found in |
Thessalonians 5:18, Paul tells us to “give thanks in all cir-
cumstances, for this is God’s will for (us) in Christ Jesus.”

How about that. We spend so much time wondering
what God’s will is...for us, for our children, our careers,
our churches, the Church, for this world...and all it really
takes, where new direction and a joyful life can be found, is
in the heart of thanksgiving to our good and gracious Jesus.

Vance Garvey, Director of Sr. EYC Ministries




Fellowship & Outreach

The Rev. Brandon Ben Peete
will be ordained a Priest
In Christ’s One Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church
In the Nave of

Christ Episcopal Church

Saturday, the Third Day of December
In the Year of Our Lord
Two Thousand and Eleven
at Eleven o’clock in the Morning
Luncheon Following in the Parish Hall
All are Welcome

Nursery Provided
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Episcopal Church Women
Holiday Gathering

Monday, December 5
4:00—6:00 pm

at the home of Caroline Wylie
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I

on 2615 South Chilton o
R

2012 Vestry Nominations. A new class of five Vestry members
will be voted on at our Annual Meeting on January 15, 2012. The
Nominating Committee is currently seeking recommendations for
nominees. Please send your suggestions to the Parish Administra-
tor’s office in a sealed envelope marked “Vestry Nominations” by
Sunday, December 4 or email Francis Kay Ifk@sbcglobal.net.

Due to the sensitive nature of this process, please do not dis-
close your nominations at this time to either your suggested nomi-

nee(s) or other parishioners.

Christ Church Gift Shop. Open Monday through Thursday,
10:00 am-2:00 pm, Sundays 9:45-10:50 am.

Christmas Music & Christmas Poinsettias. Honor a loved one
at Christmas by helping to underwrite the special music presented
on Christmas Eve. You are also invited to participate in the celebra-
tion of Christmas through the Christmas flower fund. Forms will
be at the front desk and in the Narthex.

Welcome to new members Catherine, David & Dillon Buhrkuhl
and Cheryl, Scott & Gabrielle Meyer. We are grateful they have
chosen to make Christ Church their home.

PrimeTimers Christmas Party

LUNCH 12 noon - 2 PM, Friday, December 16
Bring soup, salad, sandwiches, Christmasy desserts

AND FOOD FOR PATH!

Christmas Holiday Schedule
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Family Eucharist 4:00 pm
Christmas Concert & Carol Sing 7:30 pm
The Festal Eucharist 8:00 pm
Festival of Lessons & Carols: The Solemn Midnight Eucharist

10:30 pm
Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25
Holy Eucharist, Rite | 10:00 am

No Christian Education, nursery provided.

Monday, December 26, Church Offices Closed

Tuesday, December 27-Friday, December 30, Offices open
till noon

Sunday, January I, 2012

Holy Eucharist Rite |

Christian Education for all ages

Monday, January 2, 2012, Church Offices Closed
Tuesday, January 3, 2012, Church Offices open, return to regu-

10:00 am
9:00 am

lar schedule.

The four wreaths placed on the outside doors of the church
this year during Advent are given to the Glory of God and in
loving memory of our departed members by the

Episcopal Church Women.
Amora Lee Stelzig Wilma June Cothran
Grady Ruth Bedinger Lois Carolyn Head

Harriette Loring “Bunkie” Roberts Christine Cox Atchison
Nina Campbell Long Curtis Walker

Congratulations to parents Amy & Wes Hinton on the
baptism of AnnMarie Elyse on November 20, 201 I.

You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism
and marked as Christ’s own forever.

EEEEEERERRE

Kids Corner—Happy Birthday! *
12/1 John Walker, Mitchell Bryant; *
12/4 Molly Rust; 12/6 William Phillips;
12/8 Rachel Jarrett, Madeline Reed; *
12/11 Hampton Short, Dominic Hague;
12/12 Christian Combest. *

EEEEEEEEEEE.
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Worship Schedule at Christ Church

Sunday 7:30 a.m. The Holy Eucharist, Rite |
8:45 a.m. The Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
10:00 a.m. Christian Education Classes
11:00 a.m. The Holy Eucharist, Rite |
11:05a.m. The Holy Eucharist, Rite IlI
5:30 p.m. The Holy Eucharist, Rite |

The vision of Christ Episcopal Church is Tuesday 8:30 am.
to be recognized as a joyful, spirit-filled
community of apostles reaching out and

transforming lives for Christ. Thursday 12:00 p.m. Holy Communion from BCP 1928

Morning Prayer, Rite Il (in the Chapel)

Church Web Site: www.christchurchtyler.org

Please Note: The Crucifer is published twice monthly and mailed out on the second and fourth Wednesday of each month. If you

have something you would like to see published in The Crucifer, the deadline for submission is on the first and third Monday of each
month.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED




